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— Soshua Hinckley Davis 
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"Distance lends enchantment to the view, 
And robes the mountain in its azure hue.'"! 


Events often possess an interest proportioned to 
their remoteness in point of time; and though but little 
regarded at the time of their occurrence, they may be 


reviewed at remote periods with thrilling interest. 


The thoughts of the young dwell much in the future; 
but as we advance in life, our thoughts linger among the 


memories of childhood, youth and early manhood. 


| propose to trace on these pages some events of 
personal interest, which may serve to revive pleasant 


years; and when my pilgrimage is past, they may interest 


those by whom | hope to be held in affectionate remembrance. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


https://archive.org/details/bookoffamilyhistO0Odav! 


TRURO, the fown of my nativity, is situated on the 
peninsula of Cape Cod, about one hundred miles from Boston. 
lt is bounded north by Provincetown, east by the Atlantic Ocean, 
south by Wellfleet, and west by Massachusetts Bay. Its length 
from north to south is about fourteen miles, and its average 


width is about two miles. 


The surface of the town consists of numerous hills and 


valleys and was formerly covered with forests of oak and pine. 


The soil is light and sandy, is easily cultivated, and 


in some portions productive. 


Pamet River, which sets in from Massachusetts Bay, extends 
by a meandering course, nearly through the town to the anee 
coast. It is near the centre of the town and forms a harbor 
sufficient to admit, at high tide, vessels of light draft. About 


this river or creek are extensive marshes producing large quantities 


of hay. 
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The settlement of TRURO commenced about 1700. Its 
Indian name was PAMET. In 1705, it was erected into a town to 
be called Dangerfield. In 1709, July 16th, it was incorporated 
by the name TRURO. At the time of its incorporation, it contained 
forty families. The population, at no time, has exceeded two 


thousand. 


The inhabitants derive their principal support from the sea, 
and are largely engaged in coasting and fishing. In common with 
other towns on the Cape, Truro has furnished many ship-masters. 
Some of the most enterprising and successful merchants in New York 


and Boston are natives of this town. 


The inhabitants of the Cape are most purely the descendants of 
the Puritans than any other portion of the population of the State, 
as very few foreign emigrants have settled there. Perhaps in no 
part of the state are the people more moral or the institution of 
morality and religion more regarded than there. Other sections of the 
state may display more wealth, and possibly more refinement; but we 
may safely affirm that nowhere are the real substantial comforts of 


home more generally enjoyed than by the citizens of Cape Cod. 


During the first fifty years of the present century, the people 
of Truro were extensively engaged in the manufacture of salt, by the 
evaporation of salt water. In 1840, there were forty-three establishments 


for making salt. 
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Rev. John Avery, the first minister, commenced his labors 
in 1709, with a salary of sixty pounds, and was ordained in 1711. 
He was a physician as well as pastor, and was greatly beloved by 


his people. 


The following inscription is upon a monument to his memory 
in the old burial ground near the site of the first meeting house 
erected in Truro. 


"Here lie the Remains of ye Reverend John 
Avery who departed this life ye 22nd of 
April 1754, in the sixty-ninth year of his 
age, and forty-fourth of his ministry. 


The first pastor ordained in this place."' 
"In this dark cavern or this lonesome grave, 
Here lays the honest, pious, virtuous friend. 


Him, kind Heaven to us as Priest and Doctor gave, 
As such he lived, as such we mourn his end.'! 


Rev. Caleb Upham succeeded Mr. Avery in 1754, and continued 


his ministry until the time of his death, which occurred in 1786. 


Rev. Jude Damon succeeded Mr. Upham, and was ordained in 1786. 
Mr. Damon was a man of great amiability of character and high 


moral worth. He was greatly esteemed and beloved by his people. 
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In my childhood he was a venerable old man. | remember his 
urbanity, especially to children. He always extended a kindly 
greeting to all who approached him. His moral character was 
entirely above suspicion. None questioned the sincerity and 
purity of his intentions. | listened to his ministrations with 
feelings of veneration surpassing those for any other preacher, 
and can now recall very distinctly his venerable appearance and 
dignified manner. 

He continued his ministry until incapacitated by the infirmities 
of age. He was ordained Nov. 15, 1786, and died Nov. 19, 1828, 
at the age of seventy-eight years, lamented by all classes, by the 
young as wellas by those who knew him in his youth and had looked 
up to him as their sympathizing spiritual teacher and guide during 
the long term of his ministry of forty-two years. His residence, 
located in Pond Village, is still standing. (1879) His wife, 


Mary Lewis Damon, died Dec. 14, 1831, aged seventy-six years. 


The successors of Mr. Damon were: Rev. Stephen Bailey, 
Rev. Lucas Baker, Rev. Charles Boyter, Rev. Caleb Eliot, 
Rev. George Goodyear, Rev. Edward W. Noble, the present incumbent, 


who was installed Dec. 26, 1849. 
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THE ANCIENT CHURCH IN TRURO 


"The dark brown years have passed over it. It stands alone 
on the hill of storms. It is seen by the mariner as he passes by 
on the dark rolling wave.'' 

lt was erected by vote of the town in 1721 and was taken 
down by vote of the First Parish in 1840. Public religious worship 


was maintained without interruption within that consecrated and 


time-honored building for the term of 118 years. 


It stood on one of the highest elevations of the town, a short 
distance southeast from Pond Village and about anette southwest from 
High Land Light, and was seen at a great distance from almost every 
direction. It commanded a view of Massachusetts Bay and the high land 
of Marshfield beyond it, of Provincetown with its spacious harbor and 
barren sand-hills, and an extended view of the Atlantic Ocean. For many 
years it was the only church edifice in the town, and the grounds about 


it the only place of burial. 


During the first one hundred years of the town's history, the 
minister's salary was paid by the town. All of the inhabitants 
worshipped at the same altar and sympathized with each other in their 
religious belief. The same minister was their spiritual teacher and 
guide; he baptized their children, performed the marriage rite, 
administered to them in seasons of sorrow, and officiated at the 


burial of their dead. 


During the first century of the town's history, the 
inhabitants retained much of the spirit of the Pilgrim Fathers 
from whom they descended. They were most strict in their 
observance of the Sabbath and all the ordinances of religion, and 
were punctual in their attendance upon religious worship at al] 


seasons of the year. 


Early in the present century, a Methodist society was 
formed in the extreme southwestern part of the town, and a small 
building was erected for public worship. In 1824, a Methodist 
church edifice was erected in the centre of the town, and in 1826 
a Congregational church edifice was erected in the immediate 
neighborhood of the Methodist church. At the present time (1879) 
there are two Methodist churches and two Congregational churches 


in the town. 
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THE GREAT SICKNESS 


In the early part of the year 1816, an alarming disease, 
denominated the ''Great Sickness'', prevailed in several towns on 
the Cape, which baffled the skill of physicians and carried off 
hundreds of the inhabitants in a few weeks. The disease usually 
seized the strongest persons, men and women in the vigor of middle 
life. With no premonitory symptoms, persons were suddenly seized 
with most intense pain in some part of the system, which continued 
without cessation for a few days only, when death would ensue. 

In Eastham, about one-tenth, and in Truro, about one-twenty-fifth 
of the population were victims of the disease. By this calamity 
Truro lost many of its most valuable and most highly esteemed 


citizens. 
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OCTOBER GALE 


One of the most violent gales ever witnessed on our coast 
occurred on the third of October, 1841. A large number of 
Truro vessels were fishing on George's Shoals when the gale 
came on; and in consequence of its violence and the direction of the 
wind, were unable to make a harbor. In the burying-ground about the 
Congregational church edifice in Truro is a small pyramid, upon the 


face of which is written. 


"Sacred to the memory of fifty-seven 
of Truro, the crews of seven vessels which foundered 


at sea in the memorable gale of Oct. 3, 1841."' 


Upon the other three sides are engraved the names of those who 
were lost. By this calamity there were left twenty-seven widows 


and more than fifty fatherless children. 
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My father, EBENEZER LOMBARD DAVIS was the son of 
BENJAMIN DAVIS and BETSEY DAVIS, whose maiden name was ROWE. 
BENJAMIN DAVIS and BETSEY ROWE were married Oct. 24, 1767. 


CHILDREN of BENJAMIN and BETSEY DAVIS 


BENJAMIN born Nov. 28, 1768, died Oct. 14, 1840, aged 72 yrs. 
JAMES WEBB ayewec. = 9, Wh7akO:, Wage: Ils 2teo4y gif. 
EBENEZER LOMBARD SAUCE §Sier ll/75 Ne Nove 19, "e565 2° BS" 
BETSEY Sure ee As 07776 il Sabout 1815 ee 9 


BENJAMIN DAVIS, my paternal grandfather, came from Snow Hill, 
Maryland, when a young man. He was a mariner, and left his home in 
Truro during the War of the Revolution and never returned, and no 


intelligence was ever received of his fate. 


BETSEY ROWE DAVIS, my paternal grandmother, was left a widow 
when her children were all small and dependent, and during a dark 
period in the history of our nation. She suffered great hardship 


and privation during the War of the Revolution. 


For many of the last years of her life, she spent the warm 
months with Uncle James and the remainder of the year in my father's 
family. She was a kind-hearted old lady and very fond of children. 
In my childhood | hailed with pleasure the cool weather of autumn, 
which was the harbinger of grandmother's return. It was my delight 
during the long winter evenings to listen to her recital or the 


thrilling events in the history of our country which transpired 


davy SY bape .0#8! 41.990. beTé a 28 


Al shod 2h 48d Bis Plea! tems eeW ef math tse 8 ome »Saehy ae oa 


to noe att ea atvad OH 


- 
_ 


| ; >i fe 
IWR 26w anen natn sanen a ines 
oer ef 400 vsiiaan sede 
21 Wit yaeTAu! bn 


je (ede orb eek 7) LOR oe ‘oom, 
[ee en ac re a 
+ "erat Sine '' .  ORTP gi snub 


é ‘i - 
® “@ 


ohh Melee me ge omnge , Parte tonic Teovazeq. apt ZAG AMAR « 


dn bon (Banu ey yar bre 70) iu fowaa oft: to Tew aft grits “ae <i 


7 


itek aide Ssviasea 1ave pe sonae! q 
cA. - 


wobiw 6 ota! eo teentingie fendang hissing aan 


hebon piri P boc , trighrageh bn Lear Lis ana ‘fotilide Tee veal. « 
finebietl (aeop bandtiue BAS ond det awe Te yroisie #9 i dh 


as alt ntieee 3943 Ao yew ads " GaTwbl nl gevi 


> 


i 


of : | 
NeweSrly insge ade ,siil 14° ove gee) Baia grein Ow". "i \ (a 
be ort by \ iBAY mj > GO. 7Sbhn0 ane) aig “ns are. 5 Iau rho iw 
oth 37-16 ih vitey one vbel blo bsdteer-bAiw sf) iw an 
» fe 9316 1a 4 !sow {p55 ort eruedelq Ag tw baf tert i - bondi Tp 
i : x ? oe 
ifiei le wh 2ew 4 Pe a k Ale fe ‘ mG ID ta Se ' ain 
oy oO fe) set -yer oF were) | or 2ommin a sas are anny 


te 


bet ge hevi None YIIUOD "uO ba rasan ony nm ali 


10 


within her recollection. Her memory was retentive, and she narrated 
events with great minuteness. 
She died at my father's house, December 18, 1828, at the age 


of eighty-one years. 


BENJAMIN DAVIS, my father's oldest brother, followed the sea 
during the early part of his life. He married his wife in Chatham, 
Cape Cod, at which place he resided until a short time before the 
War of 1812, when he removed to Readfield, Maine, and purchased a 
farm which is still owned and occupied by his oldest son, Benjamin. 
His last visit to Truro was in 1837. He was then an infirm old 
man, and quite blind. He died October 14, 1840, aged seventy-two 


years. 


JAMES WEBB DAVIS, the second brother, was a mariner and resided 
in Truro until the death of his wife in 1858, when he removed to 
Somerville. 

He married Sarah Atkins of Truro (Dec. 27, 1796.) His family 
consisted of three sons, Benjamin, James, and Ebenezer, and one 
daughter Sarah, wife of Dr. N.J. Knight of Somerville, in whose family 
he was residing at the time of his death, August 11, 1864. (Dr. Knight 


wassborn Sept. 175-1602, died Oct. 18, 1877.) 


BETSEY DAVIS, the only sister of my father was born June 4, 1776. 
She married Solomon Myrick of Brewster, Cape Cod (Feb. 9, 1803), where 
she resided after her marriage until her death which occurred about 1815. 


She left one daughter who was named for my mother. 
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My father, EBENEZER LOMBARD DAVIS, was born at Pond Village 
in Truro, August 3, 1773. He went to sea at an early age and pursued 
the avocation of mariner more than forty years. He was promoted to 
the command of a vessel when quite a young man and sailed in the capacity 
of shipmaster about twenty-five years. 

He was principally engaged in European and South American 
voyages. The countries visited by him and of which | have heard him 
speak particularly, are England, Ireland, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium, 
Holland, France, Spain, Portugal, Brazil, Guiana; also St. Helena 
and the West Indies. 

Near the close of the last century and during the French and 
English wars, when our commerce was so much harrassed by those nations, 
the ship in which he sailed, commanded by Capt. Michael Hopkins of 
Truro, was captured by an English frigate and the crew were detained 
as prisoners about three months. 

In the early part of the present century and previous to the 
War of 1812, he, in common with other American shipmasters of those 
times, experienced much annoyance from British cruisers. Our ships were 
boarded, their cargoes examined, and portions of their crews were 
frequently impressed into the British naval service, and various indignities 
were imposed upon our seamen. These causes prejudiced the mind of my 
father against the English and he ever after retained a feeling of dislike 
for them. 

In the War of 1812, he was in command of a Cartel Ship, i.e. a ship 
employed in the exchange of prisoners of war. He conveyed a load of 
prisoners from Rio de Janeiro to New York. When they reached the latitude 
of Savannah, the prisoners wished to be landed in some southern port; but 


his orders were to convey them to New York. The result was a mutiny, 
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which required all his firmness and energy to subdue. Having quelled 
the mutiny, he put the ring-leaders in irons and conveyed the company 
of prisoners to their port of destination. 

In all of his numerous voyages he was never shipwrecked; but 
early in life, and when he was first officer, the ship in which he 
sailed was confined in a field of ice, while making a voyage to Europe. 
The ship was in great danger, being surrounded by the ice about forty 
days. When they arrived in port, they found places worn nearly through 
the planks by the action of the ice upon them. 

When he was fifty years of age, he left the sea and engaged in 
farming and in the manufacture of salt. 

He was a man of ordinary height, firmly and compactly built, 
of erect carriage, well proportioned, and possessed of great muscular 
power and activity. His health was uniformly good until within a few 
years of his death, when he suffered from the ordinary infirmities 
of old age. 

His temperament was sanguine, and in his youth he was jovial 
and gay. His mind was of a positive and decided cast. His 
prejudices were strong, and so were his affections and attachments. 
His nature was sympathetic and his benevolence large. He had great 
pride of reputation and a high sense of honor. His oft-repeated 
counsel was, ''Always act the manly part.'' 

In politics he was a democrat, and was exceedingly patriotic 
in his feeling. He took great interest in public matters and in 
whatever pertained to the welfare of our country, up to the time of 


his death. 
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In 1833-1834, and in 1834-1835, he represented the town of 
Truro in the State Legislature. 

At about the age of fifty years, he became hopefully pious, 
and ever after led a consistent Christian life. 

During the last ten years of his life, his sight was so much 
impaired that he was unable to read, a privation that he felt most 


keenly. 
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My mother, AZUBAH DAVIS, was the daughter of BENJAMIN 
HINCKLEY and DINAH HINCKLEY, whose maiden name was SWETT. 

My maternal grandfather was born in Plymouth in 1743. 
He descended from a son of Governor Hinckley of the Plymouth 
‘Colony. His occupation was house carpenter and joiner. In 
person he was tall, erect and rather slender; his complexion 
was light and his temperament nervous. His speech, his step, 
and all his movements were quick, and he liked to have all about 
him imitate him in these respects. He was a man of strictest 
integrity and unbending rectitude, and was highly respected by 
all who knew him. 

My maternal grandmother was born in Wellfleet in 1750. 
She was a woman of an amiable and cheerful disposition. | was 
quite young when she died; but can recall distinctly her appearance 
as she sat in the old easy chair in the corner of the east room 
of the old family dwelling. 

BENJAMIN HINCKLEY died May 24, 1824, aged 81 years. 


DINAH SWETT HINCKLEY died November 14, 1824, aged 74 years. 


CHILDREN of Benjamin and Dinah Hinckley 


Thankful died June 17, 1797, aged 25 years 
im 
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My grandfather and grandmother Hinckley and their children, 
Joshua, Thankful and Dorcas, were buried in the old burying 


ground near the site of the ancient meeting house, North Truro. 


JOSHUA HINCKLEY, my mother's oldest brother, whose name 
| bear, inherited his mother's disposition, and was greatly beloved 
by all who knew him. He died (April 7, 1816) during the ''great 
sickness'' of 1816, leaving a widow and four small children. He 
married Thankful Baker of Wellfleet, who died in Truro, 
March 11, 1869, aged 83 years. 

Their children were Thankful, who married Anthony S. Collins 
(died July 7, 1881, aged 74 years); Ruth, who married Henry 
Holsberry; Betsey, who married Daniel Paine and died young; and 


Joshua, who died July 30, 1824, aged 9 years. 


BENJAMIN HINCKLEY, the second brother, followed the occupation 
of his father. For many years he was deacon of the Congregational 
Church in Truro, and a devoted Christian. He married Mercy Collins 
(June 27, 1803), daughter of John and Hannah Collins of Truro. She 
died August 24, 1858, aged 72 years. 

Their children were, Dorcas, who married Binney Lombard, 

(died Nov. 1, 1825, aged 17 years); Hannah, who married Elkanah 
Paine; Mercy, who married Doane Rich; Benjamin, who married 


Olive Rich; and Delia, who married Isaac Paine. 
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My mother, AZUBAH HINCKLEY DAVIS, was born in Truro 
January 5, 1777. She was early trained to habits of industry, 
economy, and the strictest morality. My grandfather maintained 
family devotions and was scrupulously exact in his observance 
of the Sabbath and all the rules of morality; and he educated 
his children in these respects with great care. A portion of 
each Sabbath was devoted by him to their religious instruction. 
They were thereby rendered familiar with the sacred scriptures 
and the '"'Assembly's Shorter Catechism'', much more so than children 
of the present time notwithstanding the increased facilities 
secured by the Sabbath School and its numerous publications. 
Hence | infer that Sabbath schools are useful only as auxiliaries 
to parental instruction, and can never supply its place. Her 
early training served to strengthen her natural religious bias. 
Before her conversion she was strictly conscientious, and with 
great propriety she might have said of the moral law, ''All these 
have | kept from my youth up.'' After her conversion, it was her 
constant endeavor ''to know and do the will of God.'' | have never 
know a nore earnest and consistent Christian. 

She possessed an excellent physical constitution, and enjoyed 
almost perfect health all along through life until within a few 
weeks of her death. 

In consequence of my father's occupation which required his 


absence from home so much of the time, the care and training of 
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the children devolved mainly upon her, and most faithfully did 

she perform her duties in this regard. She guarded the habits 

and morals of her children with almost painful solicitude. After 
her conversion her greatest anxiety appeared to be that they might 
all become Christians. 

In the government of her children, mildness and firmness 
were happily blended. She was sufficiently yielding but from her 
final decision there was no appeal. 

In the management of her domestic affairs she was systematic 
and methodical. There was with her literally ''a time and place for 
everything."' 3 

She was self-forgetful, regarding the comfort and happiness 
of others before her own. Her sympathies were active, and she 


was ever ready for any good work. 


NOVEMBER 19, 1858, at the advanced age of 85 years, my 
beloved father passed away from earth with a good hope of a 
blessed immortality, leaving behind him the comforting assurance 


that he has exchanged the labors, the cares, and the sorrows of 


this life for the bliss of heaven. 


JULY 15, 1857, gently as descends the summer sun or 
shuts the flower at the approach of evening, my dear mother 


closed a life of usefulness on earth and entered upon that 
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eternal life of blessedness and joy, ''purchased by the death and 


secured by the resurrection of the Son of God."' 


"Rest therefore, ye 
Whose early guidance trained my youthful steps -- 
Rest in the bosom of God, till the brief sleep 
Of death is over, and a happier life 


Shall dawn to waken your insensible dust."' 


My parents are buried near the Congregational meeting 
house in the central part of Truro. The following is engraved 


upon the stone which marks their resting place. 


In memory of 
EBENEZER L. DAVIS 
Who died Nov. 19th, 1858, in the 86th year of his age. 
Also 
AZUBAH DAVIS 


His wife who died July 15th, 1857 in the 81st year of her age 


"The wheels of weary life at last stood still.'' 
'! will ransom them from the power of the grave.'' ''l will 
redeem them from death.'' ''l am the resurrection and 


the life." 
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CHILDREN of EBENEZER and AZUBAH DAVIS 


who were married June 2, 1796 


DINAH Born — Aug.” 3, 1797; dred Oct. 22. T6/5 
SOLOMAN a Octe 10.,° 1799; _ Nov. 20, 1865 
EBENEZER " July 14). 1808 = July 17, 1886 
BETSEY ue Mar. 30, 1805, 2 July 6, 1883 
BENJAMIN " July 1, 9808,  !" May 7; 1880 
AZUBAH " July 15, 1811,.  ". Jans 26, 1901 
JOSHUA HINCKLEY '"! Nov. 32 J6Ts, rh Aug. 27, ngs 


DINAH was married August 15, 1816, to BENJAMIN DYER, 
who followed the avocation of seaman from early boyhood until 
1860, being more than a half a century. 

He commanded several fine ships, and was a very competent and 
successful shipmaster. He was highly respected and esteemed for 
his many noble Area and for his uncompromising Weds 

He died January 27, 1871, aged 77. 

My oldest sister being eighteen years my senior, and having 
much care of me in my infancy and early childhood, has always 
exercised toward me the affection of a mother rather than that 
of a sister. 

| have ever felt under special obligation to Capt. Dyer for 


the substantial aid afforded me while | was endeavoring to obtain 
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an education. Having had but limited opportunities to gain 
an education in his youth, and having been obliged to rely mainly 
upon his own efforts to obtain the knowledge which he found to be 


so essential to him, he made great efforts to education his children. 


CHILDREN of BENJAMIN and DINAH DYER 


ELIZABETH BICKNELL married GEORGE W. BLAKE in 1840, and 
resided several years in Buenos Aires, S.A., until the death of 
her husband when she returned home in a vessel commanded by her 
father, in whose family she resided with her daughter Isabella, 
until 1851, when she married REV. EDWARD W. NOBLE. 

Mr. Noble died Feb. 4, 1890, aged 79 years. 


Elizabeth died in Fresno, Cal., October 25, 1891. 


DINAH HINCKLEY married LEONARD S. LOMBARD, mariner. She 
died at Eagleville, Penn. Jan. 2, 1901, aged 75 years. Her 


daughter, Mary Dinah, died Sept. 8, 1900. 


BENJAMIN, the oldest son, was a mariner. He was acting 
Master on board the gunboat Mahasca, U.S. Navy, during the 


Civil War. 
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"Arica, Peru, S. America, 
United States Steamship Fredonia, 
Benjamin Dyer, Jr. Lieut. Commanding."' 

August 13, 1868 

"By the upheaving of the water, or tidal wave, in the Bay 
of Arica, S.A., the Fredonia parted her chains and was tossed 
about at the mercy of the sea, and was finally dashed to pieces 
on a reef. Nothing of the vessel was saved. Her officers and 
crew, 27 in number, were lost; also Mrs. Dyer, wife of the 
Lieutenant Commanding.''! 

Benjamin was 40 years old when he”died. 

Arthur W. Dyer, and Florence A. Dyer, children of Benjamin 
and Catharine Dyer, were on shore at the time of the disaster. 

Florence was born Dec. 21, 1859. 


Arthur was born Aug. 23, 1861. 


EBENEZER DAVIS DYER, the second son, is a house carpenter 
and resides in Newton. He married Sarah, daughter of Zoheth and 
Sarah Rich of Truro. 


He died June 8, 1909. 


AZUBAH DAVIS DYER, the third daughter, married EDWARD E. 


BOARDMAN, and at the present time, 1879, resides in Somerville. 
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CATHARINE DYER, the youngest daughter, died at her father's 


house in Truro, Feb. 6, 1870, aged years. 


SOLOMON DAVIS, son of EBENEZER and AZUBAH DAVIS, married 
BETSEY, daughter of Joshua and Sarah SNOW, Dec. 16, 1821. 

He was a house carpenter, having learned his trade of his 
uncle, Benjamin Hinckley. Early in life he commanded a military 
company. He represented the town in the State Legislature several 
sessions, and the county in the Senate; and was a member of the 
Governor's Council. For several years he was deacon of the 
Congregational Church in Truro. He was a Trial Meee and for 
many years was much occupied in transacting Probate business. 


Betsey, his wife, died September 10, 1879, aged 78 years. 
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EBENEZER DAVIS, the second son of EBENEZER and AZUBAH 
DAVIS, married MARIA, daughter of Jonathan and Priscilla HARDING, 
October 28, 1824. 

He followed the occupation of mariner for many years, and 
commanded the brigs Goliath, Sea Island and Rome; and the bark 
Roman and the ship Franconia. He repesented the town of Truro 
in the Legislature two years. His family resided in Truro until 
1848, when they removed to Charlestown where they remained four 
years and then removed to Somerville where they now reside. 

In 1846, he was appointed Marine Inspector for the Board of 
Underwriters in Boston, which position he still occupies, 1876. 


Maria died January 7, 1892. 


CHILDREN of EBENEZER and MARIA DAVIS 

DORCAS MARIA married MICHAEL SNOW of Truro. They have two 
sons, Henry and Edward, and reside in Brooklyn. 
Michael died Nov. 18, 1902, aged 79 years. 

CAROLINE MATILDA married SIMON HOPKINS, and resided in New 
Orleans until her death which occurred Oct. 1, 1861, and about 
twelve years after her marriage. They had one daughter, Olymp 
Matilda, who died when quite young, and one son Charles Lester, 
who lives in New Orleans. 

CLARINA BLAKE married SILAS R. NICKERSON, and resides in 


Chicago. They have one son, Frank Ripley. 
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SUSAN MODESTA and EBENEZER LESTER live in their father's 
family. 

Lester died Dec. 25, 1899. 

Susan died Sept. 2, 1911 in the Somerville Hospital, aged 


76 years. 


BETSEY, my second sister, married ISAAC SNOW GROSS, son 
of Jaazaniah and Anna Gross, April 11, 1823. 

Mr. Gross was a house carpenter. He lived in Truro and 
followed his trade until 1835 when he moved to Griggsville, I11., 
where he engaged in the mercantile trade and roneitaes until the 
autumn of 1838, when he returned to Truro. After a brief period 
he obtained a situation in Faneuil Hall market and resided in 
Boston until 1853, when he purchased a house in Somerville which 
._ he occupied until his death which occurred April 16, 1873. He 
possessed great energy, perserverance, and ambition. After his 
removal to Boston, he was successful in his business enterprises 
and accumulated a competence. He was endowed with a cheerful 
disposition and a generous nature and was an active and valuable 
member of society. A good brother -- a generous friend. 

CHILDREN of ISAAC and BETSEY GROSS 

JAAZANIAH married HARRIET CLARK and resides in Somerville. 
He succeeded his father in business in Faneuil Hall market. 

The children of Jaazaniah and Harriet Gross, are Mary, Harriet, 


and Laura. 
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SARAH ELIZABETH married HORACE P. HEMENWAY, a physician, 
and a resident of Somerville. Their children are Charles Morkians 
Sarah and Louise. 

Dr. Hemenway died March 6, 1890. 

Sarah died July 27, 1909. 

MARY ANN was born in Illinois. She was a very interesting 
child and very beautiful. She died when she was about four years 


old. 
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BENJAMIN, the third son of EBENEZER and AZUBAH DAVIS, 
married BETSEY, the daughter of Levi and Mehitable STEVENS. 
He is a house carpenter by trade. We went to sea a short time 
in the early part of his tife. He went one voyage to Rotterdam > 
with brother Ebenezer in the Brig Rome. He remained in Truro, 
working at his trade until 1852, when he obtained a situation 
in Faneuil Hall market with Mr. Gross, in whose employment he 


labored several years. His home is in Somerville. 


CHILDREN of BENJAMIN and BETSEY DAVIS 
NATHANIEL J. KNIGHT died when he was about four years old. 
LEVI FRANKLIN STEVENS married MARY, daughter of Edgar and 
Mary PAINE, and resides in Somerville. 
He died February , 1906. 
NATHANIEL J. KNIGHT married IDA MASTA and resides in 
Somerville. 


He died April 7, 1897, aged 44 years. 
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AZUBAH, youngest daughter of EBENEZER and AZUBAH DAVIS, 
married THOMAS PAINE of Eastham. He is a house carpenter by 
trade. After his marriage he lived in Truro until 1856, when 
he moved to Somerville and then to Charlestown, where he now 


resides. 


Thomas died Sept. 19, 1879, aged 73 years, 8 months. 


CHILDREN of THOMAS and AZUBAH PAINE. 

SAMUEL married MARY, daughter of Richard and Sally RICH 
of Truro. He is a house carpenter by trade, resides in Charlestown 
and is employed in cabinet making. He served in the Union Army 
three years in the war of the rebellion, and participated in the 
battle of Gettysburg. He died April 10, 1900, aged 66 years. 

MERCY married HENRY CHAPMAN of Charlestown. They reside 
in Somerville. 

THOMAS was connected with the Engineering Department during 
the Civil War. He married EMMA HASTINGS. 

ELIZABETH resides in her father's family. 


JAAZANIAH GROSS resides in Medford. He married IDA GILMAN. 
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EARLY HOME 


"Happy he whom neither wealth nor fashion, 
Nor the march of the encroaching city, 
Drives an exile 
From the hearth of his ancestral homestead. 
We may build more splendid habitations, 
Fill our rooms with paintings and with sculptures, 


But we cannot 
Buy with gold the old associations."' 


The house in which | was born was built for my father by my 
grandfather, Benjamin Hinckley, about 1802. It is located in 
Truro, on the south side of Pamet River and about half way from 
Massachusetts Bay to the Atlantic Ocean. It is a large one-story 
building modeled after the style of most of the dwellings in 
eastern Massachusetts at that day. It was comfortable and convenient. 
At the time of its construction, durability and comfort were more 
highly esteemed than elegance and show. 

That dwelling was the home of all my father's children until 
they had homes of their own. It was the birthplace of all of 
them except Dinah and Solomon who were born at my grandfather's 
house. During the life-time of my father and mother, it was a 
delightful resort for all of us; but now that they are gone it has 
lost its charm and attractions. It has passed into the possession 
of strangers. 


"Where once we dwelt our name is heard no more.'"' 
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CHILDHOOD and YOUTH 


"The hills are dearest which our childish feet 
Have climbed the earliest.'' 


Under the watchful care of my parents, my childhood passed 
quietly away. My associates were few. My intercourse with society 
and my opportunities for mental improvement were limited. | attended 
the common school during the summers until | was ten years old, and 
twelve weeks each winter until | was eighteen years old. But the 
instruction of the public schools of that day was limited in extent 
and elementary in character. 

| possessed an ardent desire for knowledge beyond what could 
be obtained at the public schools. My evenings were occupied in 
the study of history and the persual of such books as | could gain 
access to. 

Between the ages of ten and fourteen years, when not in 
school, | was constantly employed in assisting my father in the 
cultivation of a farm and in the manufacture of salt. Much of 
the labor performed by me during those years was too severe and 
continuous for one so young, and overtasked my physical energies 
to my permanent injury. Employment is desirable and beneficial, 
but should be adapted to the age and strength of the person 


employed. 
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APPRENTICESHIP 


In the spring of 1829, when | was fourteen and one-half 
years of age, | commenced learning the carpenter's trade with 
my oldest brother. | engaged in that business from necessity 
rather than choice, there being no other employment to choose 
except that of mariner, for which | had great aversion. 

| labored at that business nine months each year, until 
the autumn of 1835, when | was twenty-one years old. During 
those years, | assisted in the construction of one church, 
twelve dwelling houses, and numerous establishments for the 
manufacture of salt. 

The work performed by carpenters at that time was very 
severe. There were no labor-saving machines employed and there 
were no contrivances for lessening physical toil. We labored 
from sunrise to sunset, at all seasons of the year in the 
severest manner, with no intervals for rest. We hastened to our 
meals, bolted our fea in the most hurried manner, and hastened 
back to our labor again. Being an apprentice, | was ashamed to 
remain at the table longer than the rest of the company, and was 
often obliged to leave with a half a meal; and what food was eaten 
was but imperfectly masticated. The result ofthis unnatural and 
severe treatment was impaired health and an enfeebled constitution. 
Consequently when, by this this rigorous process, | had learned my 


trade, | found myself unable to pursue it. 
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The winter of 1833-34, | spent in the family of my 
uncle Benjamin Davis in Readfield, Maine, and attended school 
at Kent's Hill Seminary. What | learned and saw during my 
connection with that Seminary, served to increase my desire 


for a more liberal education. 


The winter of 1834-35, my father was a member of the 
Legislature, and | took charge of his affairs at home. 1! worked 
at my trade, in the shop, during the daytime and devoted evenings 


to study. 


SYA 


OBTAINING AN EDUCATION 


Early in December 12ae, | left home in company with my cousin, 
Benjamin Hinckley, to attend school at the Teachers Seminary in 
Andover, Massachusetts, an institution especially designed to 
qualify young men for the profession of teacher. 

The winter was spent by us with great interest and profit, 
but without the intention of pursuing a regular course of study. 

At the close of the winter term, | retugned home entirely unsettled 
in mind in regard to my future course or the occupation that | would 
pursue for a livelihood. 

During the winter | was persuaded by my teachers to prepare 
myself for the calling of a teacher, and received from them flattering 
testimonials in regard to my ability to acquire and communicate 
knowledge. My brother, Captain Dyer, generously offered to furnish 
such pecuniary aid as | might require while | was pursuing my studies. 
Influenced by these and other considerations, |! finally decided to 
return to Andover and to enter upon the regular course of study 
prescribed by the Trustees of the Teachers Seminary. That course 
of study embraced all the branches pursued in the colleges at that time, 
with the exception of the Latin and Greek languages. 

| entered the Seminary in April 1836, and in consequence of 
previous attainments, | was admitted to an advanced class and soon 
succeeded in overcoming the feeling of jealousy which my promotion 
awakened in the minds of my fellow students. 

In order that the students might have an opportunity to obtain 


experience in teaching while pursuing their studies, the regular classes 
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had a vacation during the winter months. In common with all my 
classmates, | improved the winter vacations in teaching school. 
During the first winter, | lived in my father's family and taught 


a public school in the same building in which | attended school 
in my boyhood. During the second winter, | was employed in teaching 
at Pond pee North Truro, and boarded with Mrs. Mary Nye. 

Having completed the Regular Course of Study, | graduated 
with my class, July 24, 1838, but continued my connection with 
the Seminary until the spring of 1839, and pursued the study of 
Latin and Greek which | had been studying in connection with the 
regular studies of the course. | was employed meanwhile by the 
Trustees of the Seminary to conduct recitations in the Mathematical 
Department of the School. 

| was importuned to remain at Andover during the winter of 
1838-39 and devote my entire time to teaching in the Seminary; 
but | had previously engaged to teach a public school in Truro, 
and the committee of that school would not relieve me from my 
engagement. The school which | taught that winter was the eastern 
school north of Pamet River. | boarded with brother Ebenezer and 
Mr. John C. Knowles. 

In the spring of 1839, | left Andover, opened a private 
school in Truro and continued the study of Latin with Rev. Charles 
Boyter, the Congregational clergyman in Truro at that time. | continued 


my school wherever | could find accommodations until the summer of 1840. 


34 


| was twenty-four years old when | completed my course of 
study at Andover, and was owing several hundred dollars, and was 
obliged to commence life at a disadvantage. But | have never 
regretted the course | pursued. My only regret is that | could 
not have commenced a systematic course of study at an earlier 
period of my life. 

In the summer of 1840, | was employed by the state to survey 
the town of Truro and to construct a map to be incorporated into 
a new map of Yeeeea nine sits which the state surveyor was then 


preparing. 
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ANDOVER, where | pleasantly and profitably spent several 
years in delightful but severe Pies. is situated on the Merrimac 
River about twenty miles north of Boston. It is a large town 
nearly ten miles square; and at the time that I was there contained 
about five thousand inhabitants. The Shawsheen River passes through 
the town and furnished water-power for several manufacturing 
‘establishments. 

The principal attraction of the place is its Literary 
Institutions which are located upon an eminence in the centre of 


the town known as ''Andover Hil1.!! 


PHILLIPS ACADEMY was founded in 1788, by the Hon. Samuel 
Phillips and John Phillips. At the time of my sojourn in Andover, 
it had funds amounting to $50,000. The number of students was limited 
to 130, all of whom studied the Latin and Greek languages. The 
academic building was of brick, 80 by 40 feet, and was located on a 
line with the Theological buildings and about 40 rods south of them. 


It is now (1879) used for a gymnasium. 


ANDOVER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY was.founded in 1807, and was 
opened in the autumn of 1808. It has an elevated and commanding 
situation, and is delightfully located. The buildings consist of 
three public edifices of brick, three dwelling houses for the 
professors, and a Steward's house containing a dining hall for 


students. 
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Bartlet Chapel, the central building is 94 feet by 40 feet, 
and contains a chapel, a library, and three lecture rooms. 

Bartlet Hall, at the right of the Chapel and Phillips Hal] 
at the left, contain each thirty-two suits of rooms for the 
accommodation of students. 

At the time of my residence in Andover, the Institution was 
under the direction of a President and four Professors. Dr. Justin 
Edwards was President. Rev. Drs. Wood and Emerson, Moses Stuart 
and B.B. Edwards were the Professors. 

ABBOT FEMALE SEMINARY is located about one-eighth of a mile 


northwest of the Theological Seminary. 


TEACHERS SEMINARY, ANDOVER, was a large granite building 
and was located about fifty rods northwest of the Thoelogical 
Seminary. This Seminary was founded in 1830, and was designed 
‘expressly to furnish young men with a thorough English education 
and to qualify them to become competent teachers. Ee 


(The Seminary building was destroyed by fire in 1864.) 
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Rev. Samuel R.. Hall was the first Principal of the Seminary 
when | entered it. He resigned his position at the expiration of 
one year and founded a similar institution at Plymouth, New Hampshire. 
Mr. Hall was a most estimable man. He received from all the students, 
toward whom he manifested deep interest, the appellation of ''Father 


Hall.'' He was succeeded by 


Rev. Lyman Coleman, a man of much greater mental power and 
ability. He was Principal during the remainder of my connection 
with the Seminary. 

In September 1877, | saw the following notice in a public 
journal: ''Professor Lyman Coleman of Lafayette College at Easton, 
Pennsylvania is in his 82nd year. He has been a teacher more 
than half a century. When a tutor at Yale College, he had for 
his pupils Dr. Wm. Adams, Rev. Horace Bushnell, N.P. Willis, 
and Dr. Leonard Bacon.!''! | 

He died at Easton, Penn., March 16, 1882, aged 85 years. 

The following is a copy of a letter | received from Mr. Coleman 
early in the winter of 1839-40. ; 

"Andover, Dec. 2, 1839 

My dear Friend, 


A gentleman of our acquaintance writes from St. Louis. 
He is a clergyman and a public teacher in that city, and writes as 


follows: 'I have an application for a teacher to go to Montgomery Co., 
EniSeS5cate >= Missournt’-—. The school is a pleasant one. Board $2.25 
per week. A permanent salary of $500 per annum. If you have a smart, 


enterprising young man who is about through your course who is willing 
to come West, | wish you would let me know it immediately.’ 


Now will you go? | am much inclined to the opinion that you would 
find your interest in it. It is to be presumed that the salary might be 


38 
increased in future, or you might find a better situation after a time. 


Yrs. affectionately, 
LYMAN COLEMAN 


Rev. Frederick A. Barton was Professor of Mathematics. He 
was educated as a clergyman and also as a civil engineer at the 
Military Academy at West Point. He was a superior scholar, a man 
of commanding presence and a great favorite with the students. 

He served as Chaplain of the 16th Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia, Col. Briggs, during the War of the Rebellion. 
A short time before | left Andover, Mr. Barton went to 

Hartford, Ct. and established a school of Civil Engineering. 

He urged me strongly to accompany him, and gave me every encouragement 
that | should excel in that department. My age and pecuniary 
considerations prevented me from following my inclination, but | 

have often thought that | made a mistake in not following the 

bent of my desires, believing that they were in the direction of 


my capabilities. 


'There is a tide in the affairs of men, 

Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
And we must take the current when it serves, 
Or lose our ventures.'! 


Rev. A-.R- Baker was teacher of moral and intellectual 


philosophy and English literature. He died in Dorchester in 1875. 


Rev. Alonzo Gray was teacher of the natural sciences. He 
was a man of great urbanity, and very enthusiastic in his devotion 


to the studies of his department. He afterwards became a Professor 


oh) 


in Antioch College, Ohio. At the time of his death which occurred 


in 1860, he was Principal of a female seminary in Brooklyn, N.Y. 


TDP. Stoneswas, teacher of Elocution. 


Mr. Coleman taught the classes in Natural Philosphy, Astronomy, 


and the Languages. 
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JOSHUA H. DAVIS and ANNA G.LOMBARD were married 


October 29, 1839, by Rev. Charles Boyter. 


ANNA GROSS LOMBARD was the youngest daughter of THOMAS 
and ELIZABETH LOMBARD. 

THOMAS LOMBARD was born in Truro, October 25, 1786. 
He was the seventh child of Israel Lombard and Jemima Atkins. 
He was lost at sea May 30, 1819, aged 33 years, the vessel which 
he commanded having been run down in the night time. 

ELIZABETH LOMBARD was born in Truro, May 3, 1794. She was 
the oldest child of Jaazaniah and Anna Gross. She died in 


Somerville, April 27, 1873, aged 79 years. 


CHILDREN of Thomas and Elizabeth Lombard 


SALLY born “Feb. 18, 1814, died July 29, 1871, aged 57 yrs. 
BETSEY i June 23, 1816, a Sept. 55. 1690, aged: 75." 
ANNA GROSS HM Oete. WA 1618, Sh Jan. 31, 1904,. aged 85 °"! 


SAEEY; tne oldest sister married THOMAS H. KENNEY. Of aire. 
ievreschhidren were Mary, born Sept. 17, 1837, and Elizabeth, 
born Dec. 2, 1841, who married Hiram Newcomb of Wellfleet. Their 
children are Mary and Gracie. 

BETSEY married SYLVANUS COLLINS of Truro, who lived only a few 
years after his marriage. Their son, Sylvanus, died at the age of 
sixteen years. In 1847, she married RICHARD COOK of Provincetown, 
who died in 1862. Their daughter, Nettie, married Fred Humphrey of 


Boston. In 1870, she married EPHRAIM COOK of Provincetown. 


4] 


In July, 1821, ELIZABETH, widow of THOMAS LOMBARD, married 


JOHN PETERSON of Truro, who died March 20, 1872, aged 71 years. 


CHILDREN of John and Elizabeth Peterson. 
THOMAS LOMBARD, who was killed on a gunboat which he commanded 
in the war of the Rebellion. 
JOHN WILLIAMS who was lost at sea in the ''Memorable Gale"! 
which occurred October 3, 1841. 
EMILY, who married Joshua Small of Truro. 


ELISHA GROSS, who now resides in Portland, Maine. 
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LOMBARD FAMILY 


BERNARD and THOMAS LOMBARD came from Tenterden, England, and 
settled in Barnstable in 1631. 

JEDEDIAH LOMBARD, son of THOMAS, was born in Barnstable in 
1640, and married HANNAH WING. He and his two sons, Jedediah, Junior, 
and Thomas, with their families, moved to Truro in 1699, and became 
original proprietors, owning one-eighth of the township. 

THOMAS , —_ of JEDEDIAH, married MARY NEWCOMB of Barnstable. . 
_Their son, THOMAS, married ELIZABETH BINNEY of Hull. 
ISRAEL, son of THOMAS and ELIZABETH, married JEMIMA ATKINS, 


November 29, 1770. 


CHILDREN of ISRAEL and JEMIMA LOMBARD 


BINNEY born Sept. 9, 1771, 1792, aged 21 years 
JEMIMA OC L245 Ie ChO fy al" waarouss 
ISRAEL Woe Mare The A776, Ve20n o' shen" 
ELIZABETH Wee Melyssa 1765 ShO200 th 50. 8 
RUTH i Dees SOe 780). 18HGs oo atGb. I! 
REBECCA We UNows 235° 17830 1652, “69 ™! 
THOMAS i SOnOets 255 1766. 1S1Se een waas -& 
SALLY Menon A7eo, else. fuaneh 


JOSEPH ATKINS Mays 212, 1792, 76095." (NV ab 


NOs 
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THOMAS LOMBARD, son of THOMAS LOMBARD and MARY NEWCOMB, 
was born in 1698, one year before his father moved to Truro, and 


died in Truro, April 20, 1779, aged 81 years. 


ELIZABETH BINNEY, widow of THOMAS LOMBARD, died in 
Truro, May 21, 1787, eight years after the death of her husband, 


aged 85 years. 


ISRAEL LOMBARD, son of THOMAS and ELIZABETH LOMBARD, was 
born in 1746, and died June 19, 1823, aged 77 years. He married 
JEMIMA ATKINS, November 29, 1770, who died December 31, 1805, aged 
54 years. December 4, 1806, he married SARAH SNOW GROSS, widow of 


JAAZANIAH GROSS. She died at mother Peterson's house in August 1825. 


4h 


JAAZANIAH GROSS, the maternal grandfather of my wife, 
was the son of JAAZANIAH GROSS and SARAH SNOW. he was born 
June 8, 1770, married ANNA LOMBARD, December 20, 1792, and died 
March 30, 1816, aged 46 years. He was a man of unusual energy, 
activity, and enterprise, and was a successful shipmaster. He 
possessed qualities of mind and heart that endeared him to a 
large circle of his friends. He died during the ''Great Sickness"! 


greatly lamented. 


ANNA GROSS, wife of JAAZANIAH GROSS, was the daughter 
of LEWIS LOMBARD and BETSEY PIKE. She was born in 1772, and 
died April 14, 1853, aged 81 years. 

March 21, 1820, she married William Bush of Provincetown, 
who died June 9, 1829, aged 60 years. Subsequently she married 


David Smith of Eastham, whom she survived several years. 


CHILDREN of JAAZANIAH and ANNA GROSS 


ELIZABETH, the mother of my wife, was born May 3, 1794, 
married THOMAS LOMBARD in 1813, and JOHN PETERSON in 162%: and 
died April 27, 1873, aged 79 years. 

She inherited largely the disposition and temperament of her 


father. She was strong, healthy, active, energetic and very ingenious. 
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She was an eminent illustration of the good wife described 

by the wise man. ''She looked well to the ways of her household, 
and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise up 
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.'"! 
Being the oldest of the family, all of her brothers and sisters 
looked up to her, as to a mother, for counsel. 

She experienced many severe afflictions which she bore with 
great fortitude. 

She lived with her first husband six years, and with her 
second husband fifty-one years. The fiftieth anniversary was 
celebrated by her children and grandchildren by a ''Golden Wedding.''! 

Her home was always a pleasant place to visit. Her frequent 
visits to us were occasions of mutual enjoyment. Her last winter was 
spent in our family. We had hoped that our house would long be 


her home. 


ISAAC SNOW GROSS married BETSEY DAVIS, April 11, 1823. 
(See page 24.) April 11, 1873, the fiftieth anniversary of 
their marriage was observed at their house in Somerville, by 
their numerous friends. Onthat occasion Mr. Gross was in 
comfortable health, and exhibited his usual cheerfulness. He 
died on Wednesday of the succeeding week, April 16, 1873. He 
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TRURO ACADEMY 


In the winter of 1839-40, Captain Dyer, brother Ebenezer, 
Dr. Knight, and other gentlemen desirous of retaining my services 
in Truro, and of educating their children at home, formed an 
Association and obtained from the Legislature an Act of Incorporation 
for the construction of an Academy and the establishment of a 
school. The building was constructed during the following spring 
and summer. 

The Academy was dedicated by Hon. Horace Mann. 

The first term in the Academy was opened Monday, August 31, 1840. 
The school was continued, without interruption, forty-seven weeks each 
year from its commencement, until | was compelled in consequence of 
failing health, to close it in April, 1854. 

The school was liberally patronised during all the years of its 
continuance. It was full when | closed it, and all the sittings 
were engaged for the winter next ensuing. 

The first ten years of my teaching in the Academy were the 
brightest of all the years of my life. My health was good, my spirits 
were buoyant, my employment was congenial, my labors were appreciated, 
the world looked bright, and the cares of life had not begun to press 
heavily upon me. My pupils confided in me; our intercourse was always 
pleasant. | received from them nothing but kindness and respect. My 
relations with them have always been agreeable. | have often received 


from them tokens of their kind regards. 
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ANNA, the second daughter, married JAMES LOMBARD, son 
of JAMES and HANNAH LOMBARD. He died in New Orleans, June 5, 1819. 


Her second husband is DAVID LOMBARD, brother of her first husband. 


JAAZANIAH, the oldest son, died May 5, 1819, aged 23 years. 


SALLY, the youngest daughter, married LEWIS LOMBARD, brother of 
James and David Lombard. She died October 4, 1856, aged 50 years. 


Their children are Josiah, Isaac, Ella and John. 


ELISHA SNOW, the youngest son, married REBECCA PARKER NYE 
of Truro, Nov. 18, 1830. Their children were Mary Ann and Frances 
Wells, who is a resident of San Francisco. He lived in Truro until 
about 1832, when he moved to I]linois, where he resided several years, 
and until the death of his wife, when he removed to California. 
There he married a second wife. He accumulated and lost a fortune. 


He died April 1, 1872, aged 64 years. 


My acquaintance with the family, exclusive of brother Isaac, 
began on the occasion of his second-day wedding, at the house built 


by Capt. Gross, on the 12th day of April 1823. 
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My labors during the years that | was engaged in teaching 
were too continuous and severe; they were more than my physical 
constitution could bear. It was a dark day to me when | was 
compelled to relinquish the employment which | had pleasantly 
pursued without interruption for fifteen years, and in the 


preparation for which | had spent years of severe study. 


"There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 


Rough-hew them how we will.'' 
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TRURO 


The time during which | was teaching was the most prosperous 
period in the history of the town. All the people were profitably 
employed, and all were in comfortable circumstances. 

The citizens owned a large fleet of fishing and coasting 
vessels which furnished employment for all of suitable age, who 
were inclined to go to sea. There were three establishments for 
inspecting and packing fish, and between forty and fifty establishments 
for the manufacture of salt. These together. with small farming gave 
employment to all who wished to remain upon the land. There were two 
shipyards in which several fine vessels were constructed and a sail-loft 
for making and repairing sails. Three packets were constantly employed 
in conveying Frerohe and passengers to and from Boston. Carpenters, 
blacksmiths, painters, and store-keepers were busy all the year through. 

The ''October Gale'' of 1841 had a disheartening effect for a brief 
period, but they very soon recovered from it, and enjoyed uninterrupted 
prosperity for a number of years after that event. 

The Academy have an impetus to the Public Schools, all of which 
were in a flourishing condition. A healthy sentiment in regard to 
education pervaded the community. A public library was formed and wel] 
patronised. A lyceum was organized and well sustained. Conventions 
for the consideration of moral, political, and educational subjects 


were of frequent occurrence. 
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There were four religious societies, -- a Methodist and 
Congregationalist society in the centre of the town, a Methodist 
society in the south part of the town, and a Union society 
composed of Methodists and Congregationalists in the Pond Village. 
All of these societies were in a prosperous condition. The 
tone of public morals was elevated. No liquor was sold in the 
town, and intemperance was a thing unknown. On the whole, it 


was a most delightful community to dwell in. 
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CHILDREN of JOSHUA H. and ANNA G. DAVIS 


Anna Maria born March 30th, 1843 

Mary Eleanor i, March 18th, 1845 

Solomon uk Dec. Sth, 1846 

Joshua Hinckley A March 2nd, 1849 

Emily Small. el June 27th, 1851 

Sarah Elizabeth Gross ny Oct... 27th, 1853 

Thomas Lombard mu Dec. 28th, 1856 
Anna was baptized Sept. 27, 1843 by Rev. Caleb Eliot. 
Mary & Solomon were = June 8, 1847 '' '' Geo. Goodyear 
Joshua & Emily oy nl | oS" rs E.W. Noble 
Sarah was Feb. 1856 '' ut Benj. Judkins 
Thomas D An yma Te yo an 


FAMILY HISTORY 


Immediately after our marriage, which occurred on a charming 
nieuwe day, we took up our residence at my father's and boarded 
in his family until June, 1844, at which time we commenced 
housekeeping. 

Father gave me a deed of the eastern half of his house, which 
| enlarged and improved for our accomodation. While our family was 
small, it was a cosy and comfortable home for us. It was the 
birthplace of Anna, Mary, Solomon, Joshua, and Emily. Some of the 
brightest and happiest years of our lives were passed under the 


old ''rooftree."' 
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On the last day of the summer of 1840, | entered upon my 
duties as the Preceptor of the Truro Academy: -- duties which proved 
exceedingly agreeable to me while my health continued firm. My school 
was patronized by the best families in the town, and by people 
residing in other places. | was favored with an excellent class of 
pupils, who appreciated their opportunities and profited By their 
instruction. 

In the spring of 1842, we united with the Congregational Church 
of Truro, then under the pastoral care of Rev. Charles Boyter. We 
continued our connection with that church. until the spring of 1855, 
at which time we transferred our relations to the Franklin Street 
Church, Somerville. 

The years of my teaching were busy years. Being ambitious 
to excel in my profession, | devoted my leisure hours to study. 

My position seemed to compel me to take a leading part in all 

moral and educational enterprises. In the winter season there 

were Lyceums.and frequent conventions for the purpose of arousing 
and fostering an interest in moral and educational subjects. There 
were also various organizations for benevolent purposes, all of 
which required time and attention. 

With all my unfitness | yielded to frequent importunities 
to give public addresses, and to deliver orations on anniversary 
occasions. Politics, also claimed a share of thought and time. 

For about twelve years, | superintended the Sabbath School. 

For exercise and recreation, | cultivated a garden and orchard, 
cared for my domestic animals, planted trees, and made various 


improvements about our home. 
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For several years, | kept a Meteorological Record under 
the direction of Prof. Guyot. Morning, noon, and evening, | took 
a note of the weight, humidity, and temperature of the atmosphere, 
the force and direction of the wind, and the quality and direction 
of the clouds; and made quarterly returns of the same. 

During those years, it was my good fortune to have for 
pupils a large number of persons who have distinguished themselves 
as Ship-Masters, Merchants, Bankers, and Mechanics, men who have 
adorned the various walks of life, and have blessed by their 
presence and influence the various communities in which they have 
dwelt. 


SECOND HOME IN TRURO 


As the children increased in number and size, the old 
home became too strait for us. !n the spring and summer of 1851, 
| built a house in the neighborhood of my father's and we moved 
into it the first of September following. 

The house was pleasantly located upon the margin of an 
oak forest in which the birds discoursed sweet music. From the 
east windows we had a view of the Atlantic Ocean, and from the west 
chamber windows we could see Massachusetts Bay. About it were 
cultivated flowers, flowering shrubs, and fruit trees of various 
kinds, all of which grew luxuriantly. 

The place had many attractions to us and we would gladly have 
made it our permanent abiding place. The house was at a convenient 
distance from my school, the church, and the post-office; and we 
were surrounded by a large circle of very dear friends. It was a 
great disappointment to us to be compelled to leave it and all of 


its attractions and associations. 
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Life is an alternation of joy and sadness. Its picture 
is made up of light and shade. Sometimes these are blended, and at 
other times they appear in bold contrast. 

The summer of 1851 was to us a period of unusual anxiety 
and care. | had the care and labor of my school, the care of 
providing material for my house and of superintending its construction. 
We had a long period of family sickness with its attendant uncertainties, 
anxieties, and expense. But a merciful Providence spared the lives of 
all the family, lifted the clouds, and gave us joy again. 

In the spring of 1854, my health which, for a long period, 
had been failing, was such as to compel me not only to give up my 
school, but to relinquish teaching altogether. This necessity cast 
a dark shadow upon the picture, and filled us with gloomy apprehensions. 
Great uncertainty shrouded our future. The severe study of several 
years in preparation for my chosen life-work, and the skill acquired 
by years of experience and practice as a teacher, would not avail me 
in other departments of industry. | must begin again as a novice in 
some untried occupation, if indeed my health would permit me to 
pursue one. 

For almost forty years Truro had been my home. Almost every 9 
portion of it was familiar to me and had associated with it many 
pleasant memories dating back to earliest childhood. It was the 
dwelling place of a large circle of dear and highly esteemed friends 
and relatives, and the resting place of many whom we had known and 
loved. We had every reason to believe that we were firmly intrenched 
in the confidence and regards of the people with whom we dwelt. 

We had collected about our home much to make is desirable and very 


dear to us. To sever connections of so long standing, to relinquish 


a congenial employment and to enter upon another, | knew not what, 
to withdraw from associations and companionships which time had 
rendered so precious to us, required a severe mental conflict. 

| was broken in health, my recovery seemed doubtful, our 
children were small and dependent, and our accumulations were 
meagre. All these conspired to render the transition period a 
season of intense anxiety. May none of mine ever know from 
bitter experience what | suffered in my mind during the spring 
and summer of 1854. 

In the latter part of May, 1854, | left home to seek 
employment in Boston. Through the influence of Rev. E.W. Noble, 
whose brother-in-law, Deacon Charles Stoddard, was a member of 
the Prudential Committee of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, | obtained a situation at a small salary as 
an assistant to the Treasurer of that Board, Henry Hill. 

| went to the Missionary Rooms, then located on Pemberton 
Square, and entered upon the duties of my position on the first 
day of June. | remained at the Missionary Rooms until the fourth 
day of August, next succeeding, at which time | was elected Secretary 
of the United States Insurance Company, at a salary of $1200. 
| was indebted for this situation to the influence of Israel 
Lombard, Esq. who was a director in that Company, and to that of 
my brother Ebenezer who was in the employment of the various Marine 
Insurance Companies. Mr. Lombard was a cousin of my wife, a native 


of Truro, and then a prominent merchant in Boston. 
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REMOVAL TO SOMERVILLE 


August 31, 1854, my family arrived at Somerville. 
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They 


left Truro early in the morning, by packet, and arrived at Boston 


before evening. They spent their first night in Somerville at 


brother Ebenezer's. 


We occupied a house situated on the corner of Webster 


and Cutter Streets for a few weeks only, and then removed to the 


house located on the corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street. 


In the spring of 1855, | built my house on Myrtle Street, 


into which we moved on the 30th day of June. 


COST of HOUSE and LAND 


Land, 42473 feet 
House (original cost) 
Grading street, trees, shrubs 6&C 


Addition and Improvements 


Additional improvements in 1892 $330.00 


Hi 1896. 43,100 


The house was built at a favorable time; 


$ 770. 
2200. 
50. 
1200. 


4220. 


373. 
94593. 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


land, materials, 


and labor being lower than at any time subsequently. 
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SOMERVILLE, originally a part of Charlestown, was incorporated 
in 1842, at which time it contained about 1200 inhabitants. 

The two hills which rise above the surrounding country, 
are the celebrated WINTER HILL where Gen. Burgoyne's army encamped 
as prisoners of war after their defeat and capture at Saratoga, 
and PROSPECT HILL, on which was lighted the first signal fire to 
appraise the minute men at Lexington and Concord of the arrival of 
the British troops, and to which our troops retreated after the 
battle of Bunker Hill. Upon these hills an army of 4000 men under 
Gen. Putnam remained for several weeks until Gen. Washington arrived 
and took command of the American army in July 1775. 

McLean Asylum for the insane, located in Somerville, on 
what was know as Hill, was named for John McLean, an 
eminent merchant of Boston and a liberal benefactor of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital of which this is a branch. The asylum 
was built in 1817, and opened in October, 1818. The buildings cost 
$200,000. There are about fifteen acres of land belonging to the 
Asylum. 

MOUNT BENEDICT in Somerville is on the Mystic River two and 
one-half miles from Boston. The order of St. Ursuline purchased 
an estate of twenty-seven acres, and in nearly the center of their 
grounds and on a hill known as Ploughed Hill, but which they called 
Mount Benedict, they erected the Ursuline Convent, a spacious and 


handsome brick edifice, which was first occupied in 1826. 
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Mount Benedict commands the most varied and delightful 

scenery. Charlestown, Cambridge, Boston, the river and harbor with 
its islands might all be viewed from the windows of the convent. 
In eight years, the institution and its grounds were the admiration 
of strangers and the pride of the Catholics. The school continued 
to increase and during its last year, more pupils were offered than 
could be accepted. 

On the night of the eleventh of August 1834, a large mob 
assembled upon the grounds. They were excited to outrage by reports 
of improper conduct in the Convent and of the confinement of some 
females, by threats and force, who wanted to leave the institution. 
After repeated threats, they drove the inmates from the house and 
set fire to it, burning it to the ground. 

FRANKLIN STREET CHURCH, SOMERVILLE, was organized May 3, 1855. 


Immediately upon its organization, we transferred our church relations. 


The first church edifice, a wooden building, was in process 
of construction when we arrived at Somerville, and was completed 
in the summer of 1855. The corner stone of this building was laid in 
October 1854. Dr. Lyman Beecher officiated. Religious services were 
held in the vestry, Sunday, April lst. The church was dedicated 
July 12, 1855. It was destroyed by fire March 16, 1867. 
| paid for a pew in that church $180, a portion of which 
was covered by insurance. 
The corner-stone of the present brick church was laid by 
Rev. L.R. Eastman, Jr., August 27, 1867. It was dedicated 
Sept. 30, 1868. Paid for pew in the new church $450; appraisal 


$425, choice, $25, annual rent $51. 


59 


The UNITED STATES INSURANCE COMPANY, by whom | was employed 
as Secretary a little more than eight years, had their office at 
No. 74 State Street, Boston. It was an old company, and was 
engaged principally in effecting Marine Insurance. Its President 
during the time that | was Secretary was Robert B. Williams, formerly 
of Newburyport. He was a genial and pleasant old gentleman and 
| became greatly attached to him. 

The duties of the office which | held were not onerous, but 
exceedingly agreeable to me. | commenced with a salary of $1200, 
which was increased to $1400, at the end of the second year. 

During the Civil War, the Southern ie Rebel cruisers greatly 
harrassed and reduced our commerce, and rendered marine risks very 
hazardous. This induced the Directors to take measures for closing 
up the business of the Company, which was consummated late in the 
autumn of 1862. 

The Directors made me a present of $1000, when they closed the 


business of the office. 


TRADING PERIOD. In April 1863, | engaged in the produce 
business with Nathaniel A. Dyer, formerly of Truro, at No. 5 
Blackstone Street, Boston, and invested in the business, $1,850. 

Business of that character was exceedingly distasteful to me. 
Consequently, in July 1872, | sold my interest in the business 


to Mr. Dyer for $3,000. 
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In 1855, | sold my property in Truro as follows: 


House to Capt. Dyer for $900.00 
Woodland to Mr. Peterson iL 140.00 
Meadow to Elkanah Paine M 80.00 
Nook, Academy, Pew, to brother Solomon nm 120.00 

| $1240.00 


The cost of house and land was $1,000. 


BY the fatrure of E. Paine € Co., of fruro, | los€-about 
$650, and by the failure of Nathaniel A. Dyer in 1874, | lost 


$2,700. 


sawellot ee owt Wi: 


are «6082 "ot 


96 Om i? ee 
moe ees Tt 


ee ni 
e.0s' -  * reung bayd ei eb 


oO . OTe : ies’ at Ve 
: 
| y Va aes 
00,1? ecw baat bow mevod to teem en ; 
j 
eas 3 | orlaT Jo ,.60 Semele 3 Yo sw te} ar? 8 . 


5 i : : _ 
| S81 At ceva fotemttal Fo owl fe? ond yd. Bae i 
; : ary) }) 


, 00%, 52. _ 


* 
= 
Pal 
es —, 
- 
= 
ir 
4 
se 
L i} 
hes 
1 tas 
$ is 
- 7 a r 
ol ray 
e or 1» a 


61. 


CONNECTION WITH THE SOMERVILLE SCHOOLS 


In March 1863, | was elected a member of the School Committee 


for three years, during which time George E. Emerson was Superintendent 


of the Public Schools. 


At the close of my first term of three years, the following 


named citizens made me a present of a gold watch, which induced me 


to accept the office and serve another term of three years. 


Josiah L. Lombard 
John A. Hughes 
Jaazaniah Gross 


Wm. Hinckley 
Nathaniel J. Knight 
S.S. Woodcock 


H.P. Hemenway C.L. Shaw 
Wm. T. Plaisted Erastus E. Cole 
John A. Paine Edmund Burke 
Cyrus Crosby Charles H. Guild 
L.D. Suydam Powers, Cook & Co. 
James L. Tyler Levi F. Stevens 
Ezra D. Conant Austin Belknap 
Isaac Hardy Levi Timson 
Albert E. Hughes Samuel Cutler : 
Aaron Sargent Henry M. Moore 
John Peck 


The watch was valued at $175. 


March 1863, first election 
March, 1866, second election 
March 1869, third election 


January 1872, fourth election 


Somerville became a city in January 1872. The city ordinance 
requires that the Superintendent of Schools shall not be a member 
of the School Committee. | therefore, resigned my position as a 


member of the School Board in April, 1872. 
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May 1866 elected Superintendent of Schools, salary $ 500. 
in 


April 1867 re-elected a al a $1000. 
w 1868 uw i i" "1 a $1000. 
i 1869 iW nm i a iW $1500. 
i 1870 a it " in) Wl $1650. 
i 1871 i i i i i $1800. 
i 1872 i i i a " $2000. 
i 1873 i " " i i $2000. 
i 1874 i" i i i oi $2000. 

Feb'y 1875 i i We tal i Wl $2500. 
Wl 1876 Wl Hl Wl i i $2500. 
ul 1877 i ul iW ti Wl $2000. 
in) 1878 i i i " it $2000. 
a 1879 ul i 1 iW 1 $1800. 
if) 1880 i i" iW i i $1800. 
i 1881 i i i i i) $1800. 
iW 1882 a i i it $1800. 
i" 1883 i i W i i $1800. 
a 1884 a iW I i i $1800. 
i 1885 i i" i i i $2000. 
i 1886 i i iW Wl in) $2000. 
a 1887 a a i i a $2000. 
‘ 1888 for four and one-half month's service tS i 0): 


My duties as Superintendent of Schools have been various 
and arduous, but exceedingly agreeable and congenial. My previous 
experience in the various departments of labor has been of great 
value to me. During the first five years of my superintendency, 
the School Committee were required to attend to the construction, 
and repair of school buildings, and as their agent the oversight 
devolved mainly upon me. | found the knowledge which | acquired 
while laboring as a mechanic very servicable to me in superintending 
the construction and repairs of school buildings. The internal 
arrangements of the High School building are in accordance with 
plans | had furnished the Committee. The following named buildings 
have been constructed during the time of my connection with the 
Sscheors. ) tne High, Forster, ‘Prescott, Edgerly, Luther V. Bell, 


Bennett, Webster, Morse and Lincoln. 
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My experience in teaching was just the kind of preparation 
needed for the performance of the varied duties required of me 
in: connection with the schools. 

For the first four years after my election as Superintendent, 
the duties of the schools required and occupied onlygportion of 
my time. As the duties increased and absorbed more of my time, 
there was a corresponding increase of salary. In 1876, my salary 
reached its maximum. Then came a period of great financial depression 
and a marked decrease in the salaries of all the employees of the 
Guiey.. 

Since the commencement of the year 1872, my time has been 
devoted entirely to the schools. 

When | first entere@@ upon my duties as Superintendent, 
the school population of Somerville was about 2,000, and the 
number of teachers 40. At the present time (1879), the school 
population is 4,500. There are 81 schools and 90 teachers. 


School population May 1, 1888, 6,000. 


g 


| superintended the Sabbath School connected with the 


Franklin Street Church from April 1864 to April 1866. 
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THE CHILDREN'S EDUCATION 


_Anna graduated at the Prescott School in 1858 
Mary i i" i i) i Wl 1859 
Solomon i " i a iW i" 1859 
Joshua i W Wl iW WW i 1861 
Emily WW i i in a iW 1864 
Sarah i W iW in iW W 1865 
Thomas i W i iW W i 1872 
Anna was graduated at the High School in 1862 
Mary i i i" i" i" iW i" 1863 
Emily i i i i i it it 1869 
Sarah i W iW iW Wl WW i 1872 


Solomon, Joshua and Thomas each attended the High School 


about two and one-half years. 


Mary graduated at the Boston Normal School in 1864, taught 
in the Prospect Hill Grammar School about two and one-half years, 
was elected teacher in the High School at the annual election in 
July 1867, in which position she taught without intermission 


until she resigned in May 1875. 
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Solomon commenced his apprenticeship with Gorham Rogers 
in 1863, was admitted as a member of the firm ''Gorham Rogers 6& Co.'"' 
in , retired from the firm in the winter of 1875-6, and 
commenced business on his own account. He was elected Clerk of 
the Common Council when the city government was first organized 
in 1872, and retained that position until he moved from the city 


to Sandwich in April 1878. 


Joshua, immediately upon leaving school, went to work for 
Mr. Charles H. Guild. He was book-keeper successively for Gilman, 
Pope & Co., wholesale druggists, for Braman, Shaw & Co., manufacturers 
and whole dealers in furniture, and for Jaazaniah Gross. Tuesday, 


April 2, 1878, he left our home for his own home in Sandwich. 


Thomas, after leaving school worked for Chamberlain, Currier 
& Co., wholesale dealers in clothing, two years, and is now in the 


employ of E. Winsor & Co. (1879) 
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SOLOMON DAVIS and JOANNA RUST ALLEN were married June 8, 1869 


CHILDREN of Solomon and Joanna R. Davis 


Caroline Means born May 30th, 1873 
Edward Howard born Feb'y 8th, 1875 
Helen Howard born July 31st, 1876 


Caroline was baptized by Rev. W.S. Hubbell, Nov. 2, 1873. 
Edward was baptized by Rev. W.S. Hubbell, July 4, 1875 and 
died in Truro, September 10th, 1875. 


Helen was baptized by Rev. W.S. Hubbell. 


Solomon built his house on Cross Street in the summer of 
1870, and sold it in the spring of 1875. 

Solomon, Josie and Carrie spent the winter of 1875-6 in 
our family. 

Monday, April 22, 1878, Solomon's family moved to Sandwich. 

Solomon, having sold his farm in Sandwich, returned to 


Somerville with his family October 30, 1880. 


Tuesday, June 27, 1893, Carrie was graduated from the 
Somerville High School, and in the September following, entered 


Wellesley College. 
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Tuesday, June 25, 1895, Helen was graduated from the 
Somerville High School, and in the September following, entered 


Wellesley College. 
June 22, 1897, Caroline was graduated at Wellesley College. 


June , 1899, Helen was graduated from Wellesley College. 


Friday evening, June 8, 1894, a large number of the friends 
and relatives of Solomon and Josie, met at their house to commemorate 


the twenty-fifth anniversary of their marriage. 


Tuegddy, March 9, 1897, Solomon's family moved to 


New Haven, Connecticut. 


April 1909, Sclomon's family moved from New Haven to 


Reading Massachusetts. 


From 1897 to 1909, Caroline taught in the High School at 
New Haven, Conn., and from 1911 to in the Punchard High School, 


Andover, Mass. 
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EMERSON D. DYAR and MARY E. DAVIS were married by Rev. 
E.W. Noble, June 24, 1875. 
They left our home on the day of their marriage for their 


home in Eyota, Minnesota. 


CHILDREN of Emerson and Mary Dyar. 


ANNA LOMBARD born October 11, 1877 
LOUIS AGGASS1IZ April 3 1879 
ALICE EMMA a February 12, 1881 
RALPH EMERSON " January 4, 1884 
GLADYS ELEANOR ri February 8, 1886 


October 30, 1879, Emerson's family moved from Eyota to 
Dover, Minnesota; and from Dover to Winona, Minnesota, July 31, 1892. 


May 1, 1894, they moved into their own howge, 376 West Fifth St. 


Friday, June 11, 1897, Annie and Louis were graduated at the 


Winona High School. Annie gave the valedictory. 


EMERSON DUDLEY DYAR died February 21, 1905. 
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Annie L. Dyar was graduated from Northwestern University in 1901. 
She received the degree of M.A. from Columbia in 1905. 

Louis A. Dyar was graduated from Yale University Law School in 1902. 

Alice E. Dyar was graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1903. 

Ralph E. Dyar was graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1907. 


Gladys E. Dyar was graduated from Smith College in 1908. 


Annie Lombard Dyar and Lee Brooks Byard were married at Winona 
Apr tdie29 p09 
Louis Agassiz Dyar and Ellen Kiesling were married at Kiesling, Wn. 
April 24, 1912 
Alice Emma Dyar and Bert Russell were married at Winona Jan. 2, 1905 
Children of Bert and Alice Russell 
Elizabeth Dyar Russell was born April 30, 1908 
Mary Frances Russel] was born July 22, 1912 
Ralph Emerson Dyar and Else Kiesling were married at Kiesling, Wn. 
June 30, 1909 
Children of Ralph and Else Dyar 
Conrad Emerson Dyar was born June 30, 1910 


Ruth Eleanor Dyar was born Aug. 16, 1912 


October 27th, 1875, Anna left home to visit Mary, and 


arrived home March 31, 1876. 


a 


FOG) ab pvierevint yt a 
2001 ol stdewbod we 
«$bet ni loons? wed wi beveeln 


b. 


E081 ni etozsenn im ta yo 


TOe@r nl siozanniA 16 oie 
600! wt spoltgg: A262 moe’ boeekaele 


& ; io! : 
Brent ae vot nl le wood ded bn. 7 tno. u | 
iter ees iliqh” i ie : m 
a .pablesia as weViGheh a Svea) galhestd not i aoeteyd shaken 2h a” 
set JOE Vivaah ee <7 7 


Re 7 
a Ane 

= oi 
x iL 


2001 .° heb ononiW Se bolvram etew iiseeyh 08" 6 
Noews egttA baw rat to pete ne 


i 


ron 


a) 
> 


HOt FGE- Ftaga. mee now Hiweeus tua vancie ay : 


oa 
SyOr-eet wy tet wed 2 Ow \\eeeun eacmert vie 4 * 


- 


Ww cillivei*X 26 bolsseiieered oni lamin sal3 breve ‘norsond: 5 Ath 


iy 
ee OF -erut 


« maga eet? bas Hal oA' to ‘narbl ine 0 i 
Ole! ,OP nut mod cow aevd eoweee’ bevnod ® 
cre: .4) .guA miod tow - AByd oneal asi 


{ he 1 


ee - ald Vale oe eben +481 acirié evel ii redo ii) 


@ 
J 


70 


Tuesday morning, July 18, 1876, we left home for Eyota, 
Minnesota, and arrived there Thursday P.M. Monday, August 15th, 
we left Eyota for home. Tuesday was spent in Chicago, stopping at 
the Palmer House. We visited the home of Mr. Josiah L. Lombard 
and were accompanied by him to various places of interest in the 
city. At evening we left Chicago and arrived at Philadelphia, 
Thursday morning, having passed over the Penn. Central R.R. We 
spent two days in Philadelphia and visited the Centennial Exhibition. . 
At an early hour Saturday morning we left Philadelphia for home 


where we arrived Saturday evening. 


In September 1876, Anna left home for Mary's and returned. 


home in June, 1877. 


Wednesday, August 1, 1877, we left home, where we spent 
ten days very pleasantly with Mr. and Mrs. Anthony S. Collins. 
Monday P.M., in company with Mrs. Collins, Mrs. Holsberry, 
Mrs. Hannah Paine, and Rev. E.W. Noble and wife, we visited 
Highland Light; the site of the old Lombard house in North Truro, 
the birthplace of my wife; and the old "'burying-ground" in North Truro. 
Wednesday P.M., we visited the graves of our parents and other 
friends in Truro Centre. Saturday at noon we left Truro for 
Centreville, where we remained with Solomon's family and Joshua 


until Monday noon, when we left for home. 


Tuesday, August 28, 1877, we visited Andover, and the 
various places of interest with which | was familiar during my 


sojourn there as a student, 
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July 1878, Sarah left to visit Mary, who returned with 
her in September bringing with her little Annie. Emerson came 


in on about Thanksgiving time and accompanied Mary and Annie home. 


The summer vacations of 1878, 1879, and 1880, we spent 
with Solomon's family in Sandwich. 
At Christmas time, 1879, Joshua returned home from Sandwich 


and went to work with Jaazaniah. 


October 27, 1880, Emily left home for Mary's and arrived 


home October 8, 1881. 


In the summer vacation of 1881, we spent two weeks in 


Haverhill, N.H. 


Wednesday, March 29, 1882, Emerson and Mary with their 
three children, Annie, Louis and. Alice, arrived here from their 
home in Dover Centre, Minnesota. 

Wednesday, July 19, 1882, in company with Mary and, her 
children, we ee to West Freeman, Maine, where we remained until 
Saturday, August 12th, 

Thursday, October 19, 1882, Mary and her children left 
for their home, where they arived Saturday P.M., Emerson having 


met them in Chicago. 


Saturday, February 10, 1882, Thomas sailed from New York 
in the Steamer Brittanic and arrived at Liverpool, Monday, the 19th. 
He visited Scotland, Holland and France, the cities Edinburg, Dundee, 


London and Paris. He sailed from Liverpool in the Steamer Celtic, 


Pa 
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Tuesday, March 27th, and arrived at New York, Saturday, April 


7th. 


Thursday, June 28, 1883, we left home to visit Mary in 
Dover, Minnesota, where we arrived on Saturday at noon, having had 
a pleasant journey. Emerson met us in the car at Minnesota City, 
and Mary and her three children at the depot in Dover. 

Tuesday, July 24th, we visited Elgin, a village of about 
sixty dwellings, located some twelve miles northwesterly from 
Dover, and which was almost totally destroyed by a cyclone which 
occurred on Saturday, July 21st. 

Thursday, July 26th, | left Dover for St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
where | remained with Emerson until Saturday morning when we returned 
by the Mississippi River R.R. and arrived in Dover at 12 o'clock, M. 

Monday, August 6th, Emerson and | visited Alvano Dyar, at 
his home in Saratoga. Tuesday | rode to Eyota with Mr. Ingham. 
Wednesday we all] took dinner with Mr. Doty in Eyota. Thursday | 
accompanied Rev. Mr. McNiff to Plainview, distant about 15 miles. 
Friday we all took dinner with Mr. Bush at his home, about six 
miles north of Dover Centre. 

Wednesday, August 15th, at 2:30 P.M, we started for home 
and arrived Friday evening. Our journey was pleasant and visit 


restful and delightful, 


Wednesday, September 5, 1883, Joshua left home to visit 


Mary and expected to reach Dover Friday at midnight. 
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January 24, 1885, Thomas sailed from New York for Liverpool 
in the steamer Brittanic, and sailed from Liverpool on his return 


March 27th on the steamer Adriatic. 


November 1884, Joshua left home to reside in Minnesota. 
He spent the winter of 1884-5 in Dover and moved to Plainview 


in the spring of 1885. 


In the summer of 1885, we spent two weeks at New London, 


New Hampshire. 


In the summer of 1886, we spent several weeks at 


Dover, Minnesota. 
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October 8, 1886, Thomas sailed from New York for Antwerp 
_in the German steamer Fulda. November 11th, he sailed from 


Liverpool for New York in the steamer Britannic. 


July 1887, we received a short visit from Emerson. 


me 
prowink vot AvoY Wai GAY Bet Vee mane? B88 yndeKg0. 


ov} bai tee ot qOdT! Sagnmvet ahha abodes 


sthnettad YSenet2 os nl Annoy wall tof leoqr avid 4 


2 


rong mae), riele mode « baviso@7 ove SHEP yviut 


75 


"'THE THIRD OF NOVEMBER'', 1884 


"Softly breathes the west wind beside the ruddy forest, 
Taking leaf by leaf from the branches where he flies. 
Sweetly streames the sunshine, this third day of November, 

Through the golden haze of the quiet autumn skies. 


Like this kindly season may life's decline come o'er me; 
Past is manhood's summer, the frosty months are here; 
Yet be genial airs and a pleasant sunshine left me, 
Leaf, and fruit, and blossom, to mark the closing year. 


Drearyare the years when the eye can look no longer 
With delight on nature, or hope on human kind; 

Oh, may those that whiten my temples, as they pass me, 
Leave the heart unfrozen and spare the cheerful mind.'' 


"AT LAST"! 


"When on my day of life the night is falling, 
And in the winds from unsunnes spaces blown, 
| hear far voices out of darkness calling, 
My feet to paths unknown. 


Thou who hast made my home of life so pleasant, 
Leave not its tenant when its walls decay. 

0 Love Divine, O Helper ever present, 
Be Thou my strength and stay. 


Suffice it is -- my good and il] unreckoned, 

And both forgiven through Thy abounding grace -- 
| find myself by hands familiar beckoned 

Unto my fitting place: 


Some humble door among Thy many mansions, 
Some sheltering shade where sin and striving cease, 
And flows forever through heaven's green expansions 
The river of Thy peace, 


There, from the music round about me stealing, 
| fain would learn the new and holy song, 
And find at last beneath Thy trees of healing, 

The life for which | long." 
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JOSHUA H. DAVIS, JR. and CORA C. HENDRICK were married in 
Dover, Minn., September 21, 1886, and moved at once into their 


new home in Plainview, Minn. 


CHILDREN of Joshua and Cora C. Davis 
ELEANOR DAVIS was born May 14, 1891 


KENNETH HENDRICK DAVIS was born April 21, 1897 


Ti 


THOMAS L. DAVIS and MARTHA W. TENNEY were married 


in Somerville, April 20, 1887, by Rev. W.E. Merriman, D.D. 


CHILDREN of Thomas L. and Martha W. Davis 
TENNEY LOMBARD DAVIS was born January 7, 1890 
ROBERT TENNEY DAVIS uy February 24, 1892 


PHILIP SIDNEY DAVIS eS ty dune, 2,- 1895 


Tenney L. Davis was graduated from the Massachusetts Institute 


of Technology in June, 1913. 
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April 30, 1888, | closed my connection with the Somerville 
schools as their Superintendent. 

In closing my Annual Report to the School Board, Dec. 23, 1887, 
| made the following statement: 

"My connection with the schools of Somerville began with March, 
1863, and will end with February, 1888. For the first nine of 
these twenty-five years, it was my privilege to be a member of the 
school board, and for the last twenty-two years | have been its 
secretary and the superintendent of the public schools. During this 
period | have been associated with seventy-nine gentlemen and two 
ladies who have been members of the school committee, three hundred 
and twenty teachers, and about fifteen thousand pupils of the public 
schools, From all of these | have uniformly received great kindness 
and courtesy, and to them all] | extend my warmest thanks and kindest 
regards. The remembrance that nothing has transpired in all these 
years to disturb the harmony or mar the pleasure of our intercourse wil] 


ever afford the purest satisfaction." 


At a complimentary dinner given by the Somerville School-Master's 
Club at Young's Hotel, Boston, April 17th, | received the present of 
a cane made of a piece of the wreck of the British man-of-war Somerset 
which was stranded on Cape Cod near the location of Highland Lighthouse, 
November 8, 1778, after having been buried in the sand more thanone 


hundred years. 


las 
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April 26th, | received as a gift from the teachers and 
pupils of the public schools a purse containing $550 in gold. 

At a complimentary dinner given by my present and former 
associates on the School Board at the Revere House, Boston, 
May 3d, | was made the recipient of a beautiful and valuable 
gold watch and chain. 

Pleasant notices of these several gifts were given in the 


Somerville Journal, April 21st, April 28th, and May 5th. 


80 


April 26th, 1888, Mary, Annie, Ralph, and Gladys arrived 
here from their home in Dover, Minnesota. June 8th, Joshua and 


Cora arrived from their home in Plainview, Minnesota. 


Wednesday, evening, June 13th, a reunion of the Davis 
generation took place at the home of Levi F.S. Davis. Number 


present, sixty-nine, 


Saturday, June 16th, our entire family, with the exception 
of Emerson, Louis, and Alice, to the number of seventeen, took 


tea at our house. We all spent Monday, June 18th, at Solomon's. 


Tuesday, June 19th, Joshua, Cora, Mary and the little 


children left us for their homes in Minnesota. 
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At the Family Reunion at the house of Levi F.S. Davis, 
on the evening of June 13, 1888, | made the following statement: 

"The joy of this interesting occasion is sobered by the 
remembrance of that large company of loved ones, whose companionship 
has blessed our lives, but 'who now sleep in the noiseless bed of 
rest.! It is true, doubtless, of most families, that those who tread 
the earth are less than those ‘who slumber in its bosom.' 

| am unable to trace my ancestry beyond my grand parents, three 
of whom | remember. They were all born between 1740 and 1750, in the 
colonial days and during the reign of George II, King of England, 
and were married between 1765 and 1770, in the reign of George III 
of Revolutionary memory. The last of this generation, my paternal 
grandmother died December 18, 1828, aged 81 years. 

To these grand-parents were born six sons and four daughters. 
To these were added by marriage one son and five daughters, making 
sixteen for the second generation. The fee of this generation, 
Uncle James W. Davis, died Aug. 11, 1864, aged 94 years. 

My father, Ebenezer Lombard Davis, was born August 3, 1773, 
the year of the ''Boston Tea Party.'' My mother Azubah Hinckley, was 
born January 5, 1777, the year of Burgoyne's surrender at Saratoga. 

To the second generation were born eleven sons and eighteen 
daughters. To these were added by marriage, twenty sons and nine 
daughters, making fifty-eight of the third generation, of which | am 


a member. Of this generation, nine only remain. 
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At the time of my earliest recollection, my entire circle of 
relatives, then living, numbered forty-two: grand-parents, three; 
parents, two: uncles, four; aunts, four; cousins, twenty-two; 
brothers, four; sisters, three. Of that number, only five remain. 

To the third generation were born, forty-four sons and thirty-eight 
daughters. To these have been added, thus far, by marriage, twenty-six 
sons and thirty-eight daughters; making a total of one hundred and 
forty-six of the fourth generation. | cannot give the numbers of the 
fifth and sixth generations. 

Not infrequently, families rapidly and sadly degenerate. A 
striking example is given in the early colonial history: Gov. Winslow, 
one of the early governors of Plymouth colony, a great and good man, 
had a son, Gen. Winslow, a valiant man, but of questionable character. 
The general had a son, a physician by occupation, whose irregularities 
brought great dishonor upon the family name. On the death of 
Dr. Winslow, the good parson of the parish preached a sort of funeral 
oration.. He eulogized in glowing terms the lamented and estimable 
governor, and said that at the time of his decease, he earnestly 
prayed that his valiant son, the general, might succeed to all of his 
father's graces; and on the death of the general, he prayed devoutly 
that his son, the doctor, might be no worse a man than his father. 

The parson remarked, ''lt seemed a small favor to ask of Heaven, but 


it was never granted."' 
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We may justly indulge in feelings of complacency as we review 
our family history. The m@n and the women of the first generation 
were sound in health and character. The natural branches have 
retained the soundness of the parent tree, and the wild branches 
which have been grafted on were selected with caution and sound 
judgment; hence, in all the successive generations, none have 


arisen to bring dishonor upon our fair family tree.'' 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


| was a member of the General Court of Massachusetts during 


the years 1889 and 1890. 


The General Court of 1889 was the one hundred and tenth, and 


was convened on the first Wednesday in January, and was prorogued 


on Friday, June 7th. 


| was appointed by the Speaker a member of the Committee on 


Education for the year 1889, and also a member of the Committee on 


Parishes and Religious Societies. 


During that year, | participated in the debates on the 


following subjects: 


The Resolve providing for an amendment to the Constitution 
forbidding the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors 

as a beverage. (In favor.) 

A Bill to provide for the building, maintenance, and operation 
of a system of sewage disposal] for the Mystic a Charles River 
valleys. (By instruction from the City Council of Somerville, 
opposed immediate action thereon.) 

Am Amendment of Section 1, Chapter 47, of the Public Statutes 
pertaining to compulsory attendance at school. (In favor.) 

A Bill authorizing an appropriation for the relief of firemen 
injured in the performance of their duties and of their families 


provided such injuries should prove fatal. (In favor.) 
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5. An Amendment, offered by myself, adding a new section to 
Chapter 47 of the Public Statutes, as follows: ‘''School 
Committees shall approve a private school and all private 
instruction only when the teaching in all the studies required 
by law is in the English language, and when they are satisfied 
that such teaching equals in thoroughness and efficiency the 
teaching in the public schools in the same locality, and that 
equal progress is made by the pupils therein, in the studies 
required by law, with that made during the same time in the 
public schools; but they shall not refuse to approve a private 


school on account of the religious teaching therein.'' (Adopted. ) 


LEGISLATURE OF 1890 


| was appointed Chairman of the Committee on Education 
and a member of the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies. 
Offered Resolutions expressive of sympathy for the Speaker, 


who was absent from the House on account of the death of his son. 


Participated in debates on the following: 
ti An Order requiring the study in the public schools of Physiology 
and Hygiene, with special reference to the effect of alcoholic 


drinks and narcotics on the human system. (In favor.) 


ee UE 
rw ret tala 1 ro) what 
- 7 


o? ac, esguged2 at lawt ont Yo Te 03 


rieviag @ @evordo0o 'fan2 evorsitn 


a = 
1] goneqgeeas erg cathe rine sal raeys 


=| et 
i, 
et 
1 ba6 ,Abevgre! det lynd ots al et wel yd 

ViMGUEPare | jeune cridogsd roue Jad) |; 


Ha v1 vg adi ni pcinoesr © 
. d 


oimcra PAG “tw i ae omni [auoe 
' ; : 

nt gr Paob f dei. we bet ivpst 

Md Jue g ofga atl duq 


14 hal’ > | Otte 
1. 4 
SS os 08 
if ree 77 ee p \ 
= ‘ “4 ie en Ss bre 
' 
=i mY 
F ] 1 heave Tif) - 
+3 
' 
~-* nede 26w\Orlw, 
Fy 1 = 
5 
\ } 
| \ Y, 
i q 
7 yi beteqioi mst ) Va 
to : 7 
‘ + Lb wi 
4 er sea TiO ks me | rab70 nA a ut 7 
Pay | 
ny te 
7 a 
% . P 4* 
| Fe 3 W a? hayn Ving ' 
2 ; , 
7“) 2 tee aatt vite 2anind. 
KT! 
ft I v7 
ty 
i 
rae / 
3 i / 
i} 
, f 


86 


Zz; An Order pertaining to the tenure of office of the superintendent 
and supervisors of the city of Boston. (In favor.) 
Big An Order establishing the standard of cider vinegar. (In the 


interest of the manufacturers.) 


4, An Order extending the time of compulsory education to thirty 
weeks. (In favor.) 
5. An Order providing for the purification of the sources of Mystic 


water supply. (In favor.) 
6. A Bill to authorize an appropriation to the New England 


Conservatory of Music. (In favor.) 


The Legislature of 1890 was convened on Wednesday, 


January Ist, and prorogued on Wednesday, July 2d. 
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY ~ 


October 29, 1839 October 29, 1889 


On the evening of October 29, 1889, about one hundred of our 
relatives and friends met at our house to celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of our marriage. 

All of our children were present except Emerson, Mary, and 
Cora. Joshua made the journey all the way from his home in Minnesota 
in order to be present on the occasion. 

Congratulatory letters were received from a number of 
absent friends. 

Many valuable presents were bestowed, as follows: 

Two hundred dollars in gold from relatives and friends. 

Twenty-four volumes of ''Encyclopaedia Brittanica'', from 
Josiah L. and Isaac G. Lombard of Chicago. 

Two beautiful chairs from our children. 

An elegant rocking-chair from Mrs, Knight's family. 

A heavy silver cake knife from Mr, and Mrs. Michael Snow. 

A gold-lined silver preserve spoon from Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Hinckley, 

A gold-lined silver preserve spoon from Rev. and Mrs. E.W. Noble. 

One dozen fruit knives from Mrs. Malvina Harding, also one dozen 
nut-picks and a nut-cracker from the same. 


Ten dollars in gold from Rev. and Mrs. Osborn Myrick. 
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Five dollars in gold from Mr. and Mrs. Ward B. Brown. 
Album from Henry B. Holsberry. 
Cotter's Saturday Night from Moses H. Sargent. 


"Imitation of Christ'' from Mrs. Paulina Harding. 


Music was kindly furnished by Mr. Hadley's orchestra. 


A bountiful collation was furnished by Solomon and Joshua. 


89 


Thursday, July 3, 1890, Joshua, Cora, and Louis arrived 
here from Minnesota. 

Monday, July 7th, we went to Truro with Solomon and Josie, 
Joshua and Cora, and Louis, and returned home, Monday, the 14th. 

Tuesday, July 22d, Joshua returned home. Wednesday, 
July 23rd, Cora left to visit her friends in Vermont. 

Saturday, August 9th, Emerson arrived from Minnesota at 
4 o'clock, A.M. and left with Louis, for Maine at 8 o'clock A.M. 
They returned to Somerville on Saturday the 16th and left for 


their home on Monday, the 18th. 


Thursday, May 21, 1891, Anna left home for Dover, Minn. 
and left for home Tuesday, Sept. Ist. Meanwhile, she visited 


Joshua at his home in Plainview. 


Monday, Sept. 7, 1891, we went to Provincetown to attend 
Betsey's funeral. Tuesday P.M. we returned to Truro and remained 
there until Friday, stopping with Benj. H. Paine, and visiting 


Mrs, Holsbery. 


Friday, July 22, 1892, Joshua arrived home from Minnesota 


and remained until Thursday, August 4th. 
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Saturday, October 8, 1892, Mary, Gladys, Alice, and Ralph 
arrived from their home in Winona, Minn., and remained unti| 


Friday, December 2d. 


Tuesday, June 13, 1893, Joshua arrived home from Minnesota 


and remained until Tuesday, June 20th. 


Friday, June 29th, Emerson and Annie arrived here from 
West Freeman, Maine, where with Louis and Ralph they had been 
visiting during the month of June. The boys came the last of 
July. Emerson remained a few days, and the SR aera | Tuesday, 


August 28th. They returned by the way of Portland and arrived at 


their home, Friday morning. 
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Third of November, 1894 


EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF MY BIRTHDAY 


Kind congratulations and other tokens of remembrance 
were recieved from kindred and other friends. The Somerville 


Journal of November 16th contained a pleasant notice of the event. 


| have abundant cause for gratitude and thankfulness. 
"Surely, goodness and mercy have followed me all my days.'' Health 
and reason and length of days have been vouchsafed to me. The 
lives of all my family have been graciously preserved. | have a 
pleasant home and many kind friends and kindred. Kind and dutiful 


children are cheering and blessing my closing days. 


"When all thy mercies, O my God, 
My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I'm lost 


In wonder, love, and praise.'"' 


"The years that whiten my temples, as they pass me. 


Leave the heart unfrozen, and spare the cheerful mind.'' 
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Monday, March 25, 1895, by a painless operation of forty 
seconds duration, Dr.John Morgan, of Boston, removed a cataract 
from my left eye, which had impaired my sight for more than two 
years and had rendered me unable to read or write for one year. 

| remained quietly in bed five days and in the house one month, 
and wrote my first letter, Monday, May 6th. 


Solomon paid the oculist's bill of $155.00 


'Dreary are the years, when the eye can look no longer 


With delight on nature, or hope on human kind."' 


Saturday, July 6th, Mary and Gladys arrived from their 
home in Winona and remained until Wednesday, July 31st. The third 
week of their visit they spent at West Freeman, Maine. 

On their return home, they stopped five hours at Niagara Falls 
and twenty-four hours at Evanston, I11]1. and arrived home Saturday 


evening. 


Wednesday, August 21, 1895, | left home for Truro and returned 
home Monday, August 26th. Thursday and Friday | was the guest of 


the Lombard brothers. 


Friday, December 6, 1895, Thomas moved into his new house 


on Mt. Vernon Street. 
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Friday, June 19, 1896, Joshua arrived here from his home 


in Plainview, and remained until Monday, June 29th. 


Tuesday, July 7, 1896, Emerson and Mary arrived here from 
their home in Winona. Wednesday noon, mother and Anna accompanied 
them to Ogunquit, Maine, where they remained ten days, and spent 
a week at West Freeman, and returned to Somerville, Saturday, July 25th, 


and left for their home the following Thursday. 


Tuesday, March 9, 1897, Solomon's family moved to New Haven, 


Conn. 


During four weeks in April and May of 1897, Anna, Emily 
and Sarah were shut up in their rooms with diphtheria, and saw no 
one except the doctor and their nurse. Solomon kindly paid the 


doctor's bill of $100, 


Saturday, September 4, 1897, Joshua's family arrived from 
Plainview, Minn, to Somerville, and on Tuesday, September 7th, 
Joshua went to New Haven, Conn., where he is to engage in business 


with Solomon. 


Monday, May 30th, 1898, Emerson arrived here from his home 
in Winona. Wednesday, June Ist, he left for West Freeman. He 
returned to Somerville Monday, July 25th, and left for his home, 


Monday, August Ist, 
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Tuesday, Sept. 6, 1898, | left home for my last visit to Truro. 

| had a pleasant trip to Provincetown, in the ''Longfellow'', in 
company with Mr, Isaac G. Lombard and Mrs. Hemenway. | spent two 
nights with the Lombards and was present at Mr. J.L. Lombard's 
gathering of one hundred and forty descendants of the Mayflower 
Pilgrims on Wednesday. Thursday night | stopped at Mrs. Holsbery's 
who is 88 years and 6 months old. |! came home by land on Friday, 


having made a delightful visit. 


Friday, October 14, 1898, This is my wife's eightieth 
anniversary. Her health is good, her hearing is somewhat impaired, 
but her sight is good; she performs nice needle-work, reads any 
print without weariness, and retains her skill in all departments 


of labor. 


Saturday, October 29, 1898. This is the fifty-ninth anniversary 


of our marriage. 


Thursday, November 3, 1898, This is my eighty-fourth anniversary. 
My health is good, my spirits are buoyant, life is pleasant, the 
society of friends enjoyable. | retain my interest is passing events, 
and it:is pleasant in my retirement to observe how finely affairs move 
on without me. No one is indispensable. The world will move on 


prosperously when all who now dwell upon it shall-have passed away. 
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Saturday, June 17, 1899, Joshua and his family arrived here 
from Knoxville, Tenn. and remained here until Thursday, August 3d., 


when they left for Winona, Minn. 


Tuesday, Oct. 26, 1899, Solomon arrived from New Haven, and remained 


until Saturday, October, 28th. 


Friday, October 27, 1899, Mary arrived from Winona, and remained 


until Thursday, November 16th. 


SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR WEDDING DAY 
October 29, 1839 October 29, 1899 


The twenty-ninth came on Sunday. On Monday many friends called 
and extended kind congratulations, Many beautiful flowers were 
presented and a beautiful gift was received from Rev. and Mrs. 

Wm, S. Hubbell. A telegram dated at Philadelphia was received from 
Capt. Lorenzo Dow Baker. Capt. Baker was my pupil at the Truro 


Academy. 


Friday, November 3, 1899. This is the eighty-fifth anniversary 
of my birthday, fifteen years in advance of the allotted period of 


"three score and ten.'"' 
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Saturday, September 28, 1901, Louis arrived in New Haven 


from hig home in Winona, to continue his studies in Yale Law School. 


Thursday, June 26, 1902, Louis and Annie came from New Haven 
on their way to Provincetown. Carrie came from New Haven Saturday, 
the 28th. Wednesday, July 2d, Louis and Carrie and Helen went to 
Provincetown. Thursday, July 3d, Thomas and Tenney went to 
Provincetown and returned Saturday. Friday, Solomon and Josie 
came from New Haven. Monday, July 7th, Solomon, Josie and Annie 
went to Provincetown. Monday, July 28th, Louis, Annie, and Carrie 
came from Provincetown and they all left for Winona the following 


Thursday. 


In July 1902, Joshua became cashier of the First National 
Bank of Spring Valley, Minnesota. In August, he purchased a house 


there and his family occupied it near the end of that month. 


Thursday, October 2, 1902, Mary arrived from her home in 
Winona and remained until Monday, November 10th, when she left for 


New Haven on her way home, where she remained one week. 


Friday, April 17, 1903, Thomas and Mattie left home for 
Washington. They spent Friday night and Saturday with Mr. and Mrs. 
Foote in Philadelphia and saw them sail for Europe. They arrived 
at Washington Saturday evening. They arrived home the following 


Thursday evening. 
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Sunday, July 5, 1902, Emerson spent with us and left for 


his home the following day. 


Saturday, July 11, 1903, Annie and Alice came from West 
Freeman. Sunday, August 2, Solomon spent with us. On Monday, 
he went to Provincetown by way of Sandwich. On Tuesday, Josie, 
Carrie, Helen, Annie, Alice and Tenney went to Provincetown by 


boat. 


Monday, July 13, 1903, Joshua and Kenneth arrived from 
New Haven, and left for their home in Spring Valley, MInnesota, 


the following Monday. 


September 1903, Joshua purchased a house in Winona, Minn. 


and moved his family into it, 
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Sunday, the last day of January, 1904, at half past two 
o'clock, our dear mother passed peacefully away from earth, leaving 
for our comfort. and joy expressions of her peace and confidence in 
God, and the hope of a blessed immorality. 

The funeral services were held on the following Thursday, 
conducted by our pastor, Rev. W. Sherman Thompson, who was assigted 
by Rev. Robert W. Wallace, our former pastor who delivered the 
following beautiful! tribute: 

" appreciate most sincerely the privilege accorded me today 
of sharing with you, my friends, the tender memories of this hour; and 
especially the privilege of standing beside my aged and beloved 
friend and his family in the presence of their dead. 

''| shall ever esteem it ate of the many honors done me that | was 
admitted to the sanctities and felicities of this Christian home. 

The gate of confidence and esteem seemed to be gladly and widely 
opened to me and, as | entered, | found myself within a circle of real 
friends. Between them and me there was next to nothing of reserve. 
And no one welcomed me ae cordially than she who is so strangely 
absent from this home today. Her courteous greeting | shall never 
more meet on earth; but | shall ever miss it, and greatly miss it. 

In reality | only knew Mrs. Davis in the later years of her 
long life. And yet, through the confidences of friendship, | have 
traversed the pathway of her earlier years, and | came to know and 
to appreciate what a life of love and service hers had been. And 
yet, while | was familiar with some of its chapters, beautiful and 


forceful chapters, too, there were many other chapters just as 
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beautiful and forceful into which | had not even glanced. 
"There is something RAS ARaty interesting to me in the fact. that 
this life upon which the earthly gate has closed was in unbroken 
harmony with another life for more than three score years. It was 
a long life-path that the two companions trod together with 
uninterrupted accord. And what the life that has ceased added in comfort 
and strength to the life that remains, no one of us can ever estimate. 
"What a man is beyond the lintel of his home depends so much on 
what lies within that lintel. The cares of the street and the office 
are so greatly lightened by the loves that cluster about the home 
and hearth. And | am sure that my aged friend would readily 
acknowledge the great assistance, the genuine help that came to him 
in his life of responsibility from the thoughtful affection of the 
companion who is gone. How he must miss his mate! But his 
Christian faith doubeless leads him to think along the lines of 


Frances Ridley Havergal's expectation, as she wrote: 


'She waits for me!' | said it in my weeping, 
For nevermore she cometh o'er the sea; 

She waits for me! a glorious vigil keeping 
Beyond the stars; she waiteth there for me. 


And now | wait awhile 
Beneath the palm trees lonely, 
And learn once more to smile, 
For she hath gladness only. 
Beside the Crystal Sea, 
Until the shadows flee, 
She waits for me.' 
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"And then | think of this life from the viewpoint of its 
motherliness. In God's providence, Mrs. Davis had a large family 
and they all reached maturity. Now no human scribe could possibly 
write the complete story of that Lite omega What Sores rere 
draughts were made on that affection. What thousands, tens of 
thousands of sacrifices were called for, and gladly made! What 
throngs of prayers wending their way along the path of supplication 
to the throne of God! No one but God could keep such a register as this. 
"And when, because of an infirmity, she was shut out ri much 
that her children would gladly have had her share, still she was the 
bond of the house right up to the time the bond was broken by death. 
How lovingly was she ministered to in the lengthened days during 
which the earthly tabernacle was being slowly taken down! It was 
enough that the faithful mother was being served. 
"And then this life was so essentially and beautifully Christian. 
| cannot help reflecting that the forming of that religious life was 
in a time when people could be deeply pious. In her generation, men 
and women had not somuch to divert and abstract theirattention as we have. 
lt seems sometimes as if our life is so fully and exacting that, even 
if we have the inclination, we scarcely have the time to be pious. 
‘| wish that | had time to draw one truly Christian breath', said a 
friend to me recently. 
"But Mrs. Davis found time to read and love God's word and to 
know it as few today seem to know it. It is interesting to learn 
that when, because of the failing of her hearing, she could not hear 
the reading of the scripture at the family devotions, she would have 


the chapter indicated to her, and would read it for herself. 
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And the hymns of the Church, those charming and rich depositories of 
Christian feeling, were a constant delight and comfort to her. | 
have been looking through her hymn-book and have found scores of 
marks by her own hand of songs she Si to prize. None of the great 
hymns, such as 'Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah', ‘Lead, Kindly Light', 
'There is a fountain', &c remain unmarked. And these hymns and the 
Divine Word from which they gained their themes and inspirations 
conspired to build up a strong moral and spiritual fibre that could 
stand the strain of adverse experience. 
"The hymn that was the dearest in the long solitude of the sick 
room was written by Mrs. Steele: 
'Dear Refuge of my weary soul, 
On Thee, when sorrows rise, 
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies 
Thy mercy seat is open still; 
Here let my soul retreat, 


With humble hope attend thy will, 
And wait beneath thy feet.' 


"And now this life of which so much more might be truthfully said 


come to its earthly ending. And | am so glad that in His kindly 


Providence, God suffered it to end as peacefully as it did. | rejoice 
that my friend was spared severe and racking pain. It seemed as if 
she were granted what used to be know as ‘dying grace.’ Old thought 


seems to have been that God would mercifully grant to His faithful 
servants in their latest hours, moments of serenity and triumph, most 


blessed to witness as well as to experience. And the last hours of 
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of our dear friend were singularly peaceful and comforted. Her 
death was like one of those sweet calm sunsets that one sees at the 
closing of a summer day, when day gradually declines into night. 
"And yet the night was only for us. With her it was the 
day-dawn. There was a strange silence here, but a new and sweet 
song yonder. And so we praise God for all He has been to our absent 


friend, and for all He will be to those she has left behind.'' 
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All of our children except Mary, who was in California 
with her invalid son, Louis, and many friends were present. The 
flowers contributed by them were abundant and beautiful. 

With sad hearts we followed her to her resting place in 
Woodlawn cemetery, but with the blessed hope that we shall meet 


her again ere long in the ''better land.'"' 


"And if there be no meeting past the grave, 
(ral hase darkness, silence, yet “tis” rest. 
Be not afraid, ye waiting hearts that weep, 
For God giveth His beloved sleep; 


And if an endless sleep He wills, so best.'"! 


On Huxley's tomb. 


Emerson said to Whittier, "If there is a future life for 
us, it is well; if there is not, fit is well also."' Whittier said, 
"For myself, | trust in the mercy of the All Merciful. What is best 


for us we shall have, and life and love are best.'' 


(This is the last entry in Grandfather's handwriting. 


H.D.) * 


*Helen Davis - daughter of Solomon and Josie Davis. 
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Mary's Family 


Early in June 1903, Louis, finding himself in danger of a 
nervous breakdown, went for his health to a ranch owned by a Mr. 
and Mrs. James McLoughlin at Valley in the Rocky Mountains of 
Wyoming. There he broke down completely the last of July and his 
mother went to take care of him, leaving her home the 8th of August. 
Louis being sufficiently improved by the last of October, his mother 
took him to southern ea) Fae ie, where they spent the winter at 
La Jolla, a little seaside town, a few miles north of San Diego. 
Here Louis's health was much improved; in April Alice went and took 
her mother's place so that she could return home. At Fresno, Mary 
learned that Emerson had been called to Maine by Roscoe's serious 
illness and she resolved to join him there; she stopped with us the 
night of May 3d on her way there. After Roscoe's sudden death on 
the 10th, Emerson and Mary, on their return home, made us a visit 
of three or four days. 

Alice and Louis remained at La Jolla until the first of August, 
when they made their way north to Vancouver, Wash. Here Louis 
remained until November, returning to California for the winter. 
Alice came home in August. 

On the second of January 1905, Alice was married in her home to 
Mr. Bert Russell and left at once for her future home in Washington, D.C. 


where Mr, Russell had a position in the Patent Office. 
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Emerson's sudden death took place without any warning on the 
evening of February 21st, shortly before six o'clock; at that very 
hour Dr. Morgan was removing the cataract from my right eye after 
days of excruciating suffering which took away my strength. Since 
then | have fully Bebb ver edniy strength but not my eyesight 
sufficiently to read as | could before; but | am able to read the 
large print of my testamant. 

At Mary's request Sarah went to bear her company while the 
children were completing their school year. We had a short visit 
from Annie as she was returning home from a year of post-graduate 
work at Columbia University, New York, where she obtained the degree 
of Master of Arts. Louis came home from California eet, after 
his father's death, his health apparently well-established. 

The 13th of July | left for Mary's home in Winona, Minn. 
accompanied by Solomon's girls, and reached there in good condition the 
morning of the 15th. | departed for home the evening of September 14th, 
after a most delightful visit. Gladys accompanied me to Chicago on 
her way to Smith College, Northampton, where she will attend school 
the coming year. Sarah, who had gone in advance in order to make a 
visitwithMrs. Foote in Evanston, joined me in Chicago and we 


arrived at home the evening of the 16th. 
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LAST CHAPTER 


(Written by Solomon Davis in accordance with his father's request.) 


After the operation on his eyes in 1905, my father's sight 
grew gradually dimmer; his hearing, too, became pee and more 
impaired, but his mind retained its clearness and activity. It was 
a great deprivation to him not to be able to read or to hear general 
conversation, but he bore these afflictions with great sweetness and 
patience. 

In January, 1908, he had a severe attack of the grip from 
which it was thought he could not recover but his wonderful vitality 
and the devoted i Ly his daughters brought him through. 

His chief pleasure during the last years of his life was in 
receiving visits and calls from his relatives and friends, for 
he was always genial and social by nature. As the years passed, 
his birthday came to be celebrated as a day of special significance. 
On these occasions, he was remembered with gifts of flowers and fruit 
and received calls from many friends. 

On his last birthday, which fell on Sunday, a family party of 
twelve took dinner with him, and a large number of friends called to 
offer congratulations. On the following Tuesday, he went to the polls 
and cast his ballot for Wm, H, Taft as President. The next morning, 
in reply to my inquiry as to how he was feeling, he replied, 

"| think | would be feeling better than | do, had Mr. Taft been 


elected,'! 


107 


During the winter and spring he failed gradually, In June he greatly 
enjoyed a visit from his daughter Mary. But early in July he became 
too weak to leave his bed. His weakness increased but in his moments 
of consciousness his mind remained clear until the end, and some of his 
last words were a loving tribute to mother. 

My dear father died Wednesday, August 27, 1913. His age was 
98 years, 10 months, and 24 days. Funeral services were held at the 
home Saturday afternoon. Rev. Carl Stackman, pastor of the Franklin 
Street church, read the Scriptures and offered prayer. He spoke of 
father's splendid life and character, and his service to the city and 
the church. Rev. Percy E. Thomas, the predecessor of Mr. Stackman, 
now settled in Rockville, Ct., spoke of the service father had given 
to his native town of Truro, and to Somerville, and dwelt particularly 
upon his lofty Christian character. Mrs. Thomas Motley (Ida Poore) 
sang ''One Sweetly Solemn Thought'! and ''My Faith Looks Up to Thee."! 
During the hours of the funeral, flags were at half-mast on City Hall 
and all the school buildings of the city. The body was laid to rest in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, by the side of ''mother'', the one of all] earth's dear 
ones he most deeply loved and the one, since her taking away, he had most 


keenly missed, 


The Somerville Journal in an editorial said in part: ''For 
twenty-two years he devoted the full measure of his ability and the 
inspiration of his lofty character for the development of Somerville 
boys and girls. He accomplished a great work in this formative period, 
and when he retired in 1888, he was one of the best known and most 


beloved citizens of Somerville.'' 
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In an address to the School Committee some years ago, ex-Mayor 
Perry said, "lf time permitted, | should delight briefly to portray 
some of the characteristics of the men who were active in educational 
affairs in the early years of our municipal life. Their record is 
an honorable one, but it cannot be traced tonight. These pioneers 
in the field of free education in Somerville were blessed with broad 
minds and clear insight, and the strength and stability of today's 
structure are largely due to the fidelity with which the foundations 
were laid by their hands. One figure, in particular, stands out with 
great distinctness in my memory, and to him only will | refer. A man 
he was who went about his work from year to year as zealously and 
reverently as if he had been commissioned by God himself. Perhaps he 
was so commissioned; for God's best work in this world is done by 
human hands and human brains. He was a sort of incarnate conscience, 
and the fleshly film seemed very thin and pure. With a masculine 
strength of conviction and a feminine grace of manner, he imparted 
freely to the teachers and pupils of our schools the riches of his 
well stored mind and the inspiration of his lofty character. The best 
of his good life is interwoven with the lives of those who were so 
fortunate as to be associated with during the years when he served the 
city as superintendent of schools. Somerville owes him a heavy debt, 
a debt that can only be paid with love. My part of the obligation | 
send to him tonight from the deep places of my heart, and | know you 
all share my hope that time will continue to deal gently with our old 


friend and associate, Joshua H. Davis.'' 


yd 
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At a Reception of the Somerville Teachers' Association, 
Feb. 13, 1896, Mr, George L. Baxter, principal of the High School, 
eacces the following toast: 

"It does not take a long time for a newcomer to discover that we 
older teachers have an ideal; not an ideal who lived far away and 
long ago, but here in Somerville and now. That ideal is Mr. Davis. 
At his name not a face but lights up with affection and pride; not 
a voice but involuntarily modulates in tenderness. He is our standard 
and by a close or distant resemblance to him we judge favorably or 
unfavorably the men who follow him, 

"There is no face more welcome here tonight than that of our 
old Superintendent. Those teachers who knew Mr. Davis during his 
twenty-five years of labor on the schools of Somerville, the pupils 
in his schools, the citizens interested in the great work of education, 
and those who have only heard the story from others, all feel the 
highest respect and warmest regard for him. | first became acquainted 
with Mr, Davis about twenty-nine years ago. He was then 'in the prime 
of life' and what an active life he lived during the next twenty years! 
He fashioned the schools of Somerville. He was associated with strong, 
intelligent members on the Schoo! Board, but they all looked to him as a 
leader. For ten years they gave him almost absolute power and these men 
were such men as Prof. John P. Marshall, Oren S. Knapp, Samuel A. Carlton, 
Henry F. Spencer, Henry M. Moore and George W. Durrell. They put complete 
trust in his judgment. How modest he always was! As each successive 
year added to his burdens, until he was carrying a load heavy enough for 


two active men, there was no.boasting of what he was accomplishing. 
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His friends could not make him believe that he was doing more than 
his part. To keep up the standard of the schools, to manage 
economically at sacrifice to himself, he considered only his plain 
duty. In his estimate of the work done by the teachers and of the 
teachers themselves, his judgment was exceedingly accurate. He did 
not judge superficially by methods but largely by results, for methods 
are often peeeoaie results never so. Mr. Davis's life gives us a 
lesson in another thing. Labor and anxiety and care, provided they 
are successful in accomplishing what is undertaken and are accompanied 
by temperance, uprightness and kindly spirit, do not shorten our lives. 
'As sometimes the jewel we have always worn becomes too precious 
and its setting too fragile to be used on all occasions, but is taken 
out at times to be displayed and admired, so tonight, we who once wore 
Mr. Davis, whom we still call ours, are proud to produce our choicest 


ornament.'' 


Sunday morning, October 5, 1913, Memorial exercises were 
held in the Franklin Street Church and were largely attended. 
Addresses were made by Dr. Albert E. Winship and Rev. Robert W. 
Wallace and Mr. Gordon A. Southworth read reminiscences, written 
by Rev. W.S. Hubbell, D,D., a former pastor, recalling the years 


of Mr. Hubbell's association with father. 


Lit 


At the MEMORIAL SERVICE, held in the Franklin Street Church on 


Sunday, October 5, 1913, the following letter was read: 


East Northfield, Mass. 
September 22, 1913 

Dear Mr. Southworth: 

As | take my pen to write you in memory of Mr. Joshua H. Davis, 
| look on the wall of the Library at this Northfield Inn where 
Mr. H.M. Moore spent his last days, and his smiling face seems to 
appreciate and to approve of my purpose. One of the Moody who 
remained at his bedside until he breathed his last, remembers wel] 
what Mr. Moore said of Mr. Davis when relating here the story of 
his own conversion. 

Mr. Moore was almost ready to take his stand as a disciple of 
Christ, when some well-meaning person asked him if he knew by experience 


what was meant by the phrase ''conviction of sin." 


This question 

rather distressed Mr. Moore who could not then give a satisfactory 
answer, He therefore feared that he was not ready to claim discipleship, 
and he hastened to talk with Mr. Davis as to whether some further delay was 
not required. Mr. Davis advised him to come with him that evening to 

the prayer-meeting at the Franklin Street Church and to tell his story 
and to claim the promises of the Gospel. This he did and then and there 
announced his decision to take Christ as his Saviour and to cast in his 
lot with the church, He was welcomed in a prayer of thanksgiving by 

Mr, Davis and thus Mr. Moore began his remarkable career of devotion 

as a worker for Jesus Christ. If this act of brotherly service was al] 
that we knew about the Christian influence of Mr. Davis, this alone would 
justify the memorial service in his honor. But this in only one instance 


among a life-long series of endeavors for Christian usefulness. 


1B be 


When | came in the year 1972 to be their pastor, the two 
brothers, Ebenezer and Joshua Davis were among the first to welcome me. 
Mr. Joshua was the spokeman for the two and in a quiet and deliberate 
way, with well-chosen words, expressed their greeting, their loyalty 
to the new minister and their hopes for the future welfare of the 
church. Deacon Ebenezer Davis added, '' Yes, that it the feeling 
of us all, but don't forget to tell him that we expect him to be 
Captain of the Ship.'"! 

They explained to me how nearly thirty families from Truro and 
vicinity had come together to Somerville, most of whom had joined 
the Franklin Street Church and were ready to do everything possible 
for the cause of Christ in the community. Said Mr. Joshua Davis, 

"We make this church the centre of our social and religious life 

here, and you will find that the weekly notices which you read from 
your pulpit will control the social plans and engagements of your 
congregation.'' In repeating this remark not long afterward to 

Dr. Jacob M. Manning of the Old South Church, he said with enthusiasm, | 
"What a treasure to have such a sway over your people! and to have 

such parishioners in your congregation.'! 

Mr. Davis lived up to these promises in the fullest way and 
during the next ten years | cannot recall an instance of his neglecting 
the least duty of responsibility in connection with the church. 

Gifted with a cultivated and well-stored mind, a constant student of 
the Scriptures, and a wide reader of the Christian literature of the 
day, his words-in the prayer-meeting, the Bible Class, the literary 


circle or in common conversation were conspicuous for their interest 


4] 
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and value. When he slowly rose and with peculiar motion seemed 
to poise himself for utterance, every eye and ear Ware attentive to 
him, and his words of wisdom and of quiet fervor, sank into every 
heart. When roused by some unusual emotion, he could speak with 
tremendous power, though always deliberately and with marked humility 
of manner. Once when he had just finished a new Life of Daniel Webster, 
and had learned to his joy new proofs of the deep religious beliefs 
of that great statesman, he poured forth at our prayer-meeting his 
gratitude and thanksgiving to God for such a mind and heart. Often 
would he quote from poems of Robert Burns and while regretting the 
habits of the poet, would extol his gifts, his insight, and his 
expression of truth. 

Naturally he had a great love for the men of the sea and for 
their calling. He believed in fisherman and in their noble qualities 
as men who faced great perils and wrung a livelihood from the sea, and, 
if good men, were greatly enobled by their business and their communion 
with the ocean. Once he protested against depreciating the first 
apostles by calling them ''ignorant fisherman." ''The fishermen of 
Cape Cod, whom | have known,'' he said, ''are not ignorant or 
narrow-minded, but the reverse, and | believe that a good fisherman 
would make the best kind of an apostle.'' 

Mr. Davis was like a symmetrical column of Cape granite, 
polished and shaped by all the storms of life, and often breezy 
and fragrant like the rocky ledges of his birthplace. He was 
sturdy and unmoved in this way amid storms which would shake or 
topple over ordinary men. Yet he had great gentleness and patience 
and sweetness of character as | remember him in the days from 


eto “62. 


Me 


Others will speak of his later years and characteristics 
since those days of this prime and marked influence. It has been 
by purpose to mention cheifly his relations to his church and community 
thirty years ago. He was a good man, full of faith and conscientious 
devotion in his family, in the church, in the sphere of public 
education. He was a warm and loyal personal friend, unsuspicious 
and trusting toward those to whom he opened his heart. 

He being dead yet speaketh to the rest of us who survive his 
generation. May these later times produce as fine a breed of 


strong man. 


Your friend and his friend, 


Wm. S. Hubbel] 
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MORNING PRAYER -- AUGUST 4, 1908 


Dear Heavenly Father, Thy merciful kindness has ever been 
great toward us; Thy mercies are new every morning and repeated 
every evening. Renewed, repeated blessings call for repeated 
praises. All along through life Thy loving-kindness and tender 
mercies have been great toward us. Thou hast watched over us with 
more than parental solicitude. It becomes us, the objects of Thy 
kindness and the recepients of Thy favors, to acknowledge Thy goodness, 
to call upon our souls and all within us to praise and bless Thee. 
We thank Thee for Thy watchful care over us in our slumber. Thou 
hast caused sleep to refresh us. We are permitted to come to Thee 
this morning and come with the confidence and affection of obedience. 
May we so live that we may find a resting place in Heaven. We thank 
Thee that we have any reason to hope that we are Thy children, that we 
are numbered with the heirs of eternal life. May we and all united to 
us be united to Thee by a living faith. When Thou dost call for us, 
may we render our account with joy. May our friends and our children 
all be numbered with the heirs of eternal life, and so live that we 
may meet with Thy approval, be kept as in the hollow of Thy hand, and 
daily become more jn spirit like our blessed Saviour who gave himself 
for us and redeemed unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. When we are .called away from earth, may we find a resting place 


in Heaven, where we may praise Thee with the redeemed forever. 
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MORNING PRAYER 


Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Wilt 
Thou assist us to come into Thy presence this morning with suitable 
reverence and humility. We would render unto Thee our grateful 
thanks for the light of another day, for health, for home and friends 
and all the needful blessings of life. And may a sense of Thy great 
goodness to us incline us to a more entire consecration of ourselves 
to Thee. Prepare us to spend the hours of this day aright. May a 
sense of Thy presence rest upon us. Keep’a watch over our thoughts 
our words and our acts that we may live each day as Thou wouldst 
have us live. Prepare us for all the changes and disappointments 
of this fife. Create. in us clean hearts, pure, contrite spirits, 
and assist us so to live that we may honor Thee in all our ways. 

Be very near to all subjects of our prayers. Look with mercy 
on the world in all its sorrow and wickedness, and hasten the time 
when the knowledge of Thee shall fill the earth. Be near to all 
who are near and dear unto us. Unite them all to Thee by a living 
faith; give unto them that peace that passeth understanding, oe Ae 
world cannot give or take away. Abide with us as a family. Thy 
goodness hitherto hath been great toward us. We pray that Thy loving- 
kindness may still follow us. Thou art acquainted with us; Thou 
knowest all our ways. Enable us so to live that when life's day is 
past and its work is done, and we are panied to lay aside these mortal 
bodies, we may be prepared to meet Thee in Thy heavenly kingdom, where 


we may praise Thee with the redeemed forever. 
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MORNING PRAYER 


Great and glorious God, our Heavenly Father, the heavens 
declare Thy Glory; the earth is full of Thy majesty; Thou art 
infinitely exalted above us; Thou standest in no need of our imperfect 
praises -- Angels bow before Thee and all the pure and holy 
spirits in Heaven reverence Thee. But we thank Thee that Thy 
condescension equals Thy greatness, that we are not beneath Thy 
notice, that all through life Thy watchful care has been over us and 
that we are still the recipients of Thy bounty. 

The light of another day has dawned upon us. Thou art 
continuing to us life and health and reason and friends and all the 
needul blessings of life. Our hearts would extend to Thee our 
gratitude and love as we call to mind Thy loving-kindness and 
tender mercies... 

Make us pure in heart, contrite in spirit, and assist us to 
overcome every evil. Secrecy ey yeni that is wrong is us be removed 
and wilt Thou incline us so to live that we may honor Thee in our 
bodies and our spirits which are Thine. May a sense of Thy goodness 
abide in our hearts and wilt Thou grant unto all subjects of our 
prayers all needed gifts. Spare us as a man spareth his own son 
that serveth him and, when our days here are numbered and we are 
called away from earth, may we find a resting place with Thee in 


Heaven. 
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